FnB 2014 Update
Bill Reimer and Fran Shaver
Our 2014 began where it ended – with family in Victoria, BC. The route from Victoria and back was
anything but direct, however, as we made our way through Victoria, Montréal, Vancouver, Montréal,
Mexico, Victoria, Brandon, Ottawa, Montréal, Vancouver, Blanc Sablon, Montréal, Mexico, Montréal,
Vancouver, and finally back to Victoria. Each stop and all the travels between provide an extensive
background for the many stories that make up our year and with them the rich memories of family,
friends, and colleagues that we are adding to our life together.
Here are a few images to represent the type of year that 2014 was for us.

This was taken in May at Daegan and Steve’s house in Victoria. We all turned up to celebrate Fran’s
birthday, Zach’s graduation from High School, and his birthday. It also meant we were there for
Samantha’s participation in a production of Joseph and the Technicolor Dreamcoat at First Met Church
and Thom’s parade in army cadets.
For those of you who have been out of the loop, here are the answers to the question “Who’s that in
the photo above?” Back row: Charlie, Zachary, Daegan, Thomas; Middle row: Chloe, JP, Fran, Samantha,
Steve; Front row: Pieter, Bill, Lies.
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My retirement took another pleasant blow in April when I learned that a 7‐year, $2.5 million project that
my colleagues and I proposed was accepted by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council.
This is a very exciting international partnership including researchers, policy‐makers, practitioners, and
citizens interested in rural and northern issues (http://rplc‐capr.ca).
There was no way I could say “no” when I was asked to lead it, but I realized it would play havoc with a
laid‐back retirement. The exciting side is that it is a project addressing important issues with intelligent,
committed, and supportive people.
It also means that I get to visit people in many interesting places – like Mexico this year. I spent 2 weeks
in Toluca, Mexico this year – learning about rural life and policy in that part of the world. Here are a few
photos from that stimulating and informative summer school. The first is one of me with two friends
(Ray Bollman and Tom Johnson) on the Pyramid of the Sun at Teotihuacan and the second is on a fish
farm in rural Mexico. The third is on a farm growing flowers for the North American Market. Perhaps
some of the roses you have enjoyed in your local market have been packed by this young woman!

Fran couldn’t join me in Mexico since she was busy with her sex work research. She was living through
the discouraging debates and parliamentary committee meetings addressing the government’s
proposed legislation regarding sex work.
You may remember that the Supreme Court of Canada had ruled that several laws regarding sexwork
were unconstitutional since they increase the danger and insecurity for people working in the industry.
Fran’s work played an important role in that decision. When striking down the law, the Supreme Court
gave the government a year to either do away with the criminalization of sex work or come up with
better legislation. Unfortunately, the government developed new laws that create similar or worse
conditions to those that stimulated the court challenge.
During the time I was in Mexico, the Justice Committee was holding hearings regarding the proposed
legislation. Poor Fran was glued to the broadcasts of the meetings on her own – with no‐one to help let
off steam. Fortunately, she came up with a brilliant strategy to deal with her frustration – she wrote
opinion pieces for the media and sent them off. Several of them were published. You can check out her
brief to the Justice Committee and three of her op‐ed pieces via the following links. They are also on her
website (http://francesmshaver.ca).
 Shaver Brief to the Justice Committee
 We already have the legal tools to make sex work safer: July 11, 2014 (Montreal Gazette)
 30 years of Conservative failure: July 15, 2014 (Globe and Mail)
 Do Sex Buyers Lie?
When I got back from Mexico we had a lovely visit from Ben, Angela, and their kids then a chance to visit
Thomas in Ontario. Thom was spending several weeks at the base in Connaught, near Ottawa, so we
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went there for a weekend to catch up with his activities. It was good timing since there was a special
tattoo on the grounds at Parliament Hill. We also enjoyed reliving the memories of travelling in the
Westfalia with Thom last year as we drove from Montréal to St John’s NL.

August meant a return to the west coast – this time for Fran to complete her research on police,
government officials, and service workers related to the sex industry. While she was organizing her
research team and holding interviews, I got to hang out with our kids and grandkids – a nice bonus!
Hanging out included saying goodbye to Samantha as she departed for her bus trip to Winnipeg, a little
yard work with Daegan as she cut down one of her trees, and plenty of multi‐generational meetings.
Time with Dorothy (Fran’s mum) has taken on special meaning since she is showing the signs of age:
drastically decreased mobility and a fragile short‐term memory. She now requires 24‐hour care, but
continues to charm us with her smiles and child‐like giggles.

September meant another ramp‐up in our schedule. We returned to Ile Bigras to visit first‐hand the
landscaping that was underway at our house. We didn’t have much of a look, however, since I headed
back to the west coast – this time to Prince George for a conference of the Canadian Rural Revitalization
Foundation. Two of the highlights for me were a visit to the northern rainforest nearby and the inspiring
conversations with my colleagues. Fran came out to visit when I returned to Vancouver after my
conference: just in time for Pieter’s first birthday party and a 4‐day party with our grandkids while JP
and Lies travelled to New York for Paul and Cobi’s anniversary. Daegan and Samantha joined us.
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Early October meant a trip to Blanc Sablon, QC for a workshop on the local communities. To get there I
stopped in for one night to Ile Bigras – to find a Thanksgiving party in full swing! Janice De Haaff, who
was housesitting for us, had filled the kitchen with De Haaffs and Astons. It was a wonderful surprise
and a great party!
By the time I returned from Blanc Sablon to Ile Bigras, Fran had arrived from the west coast and begun
the process of packing the Westfalia for a trip to BC. She had decided to spend the rest of her sabbatical
on the west coast ‐ enjoying a longer time with our kids and grandchildren and setting up our basement
suite as an alternative pad for family visitors. Since Dorothy has begun requiring live‐in support, her
apartment was no longer easily available for sleepovers when family members arrived from Sicamous,
Penticton, Victoria, or even Abbotsford or Langley.

We took 12 days to make the trip from Montréal to Vancouver. It was wonderful to do so once again –
this time on our own. There are plenty of details on our blog of the trip so I will spare you the details in
this document (http://FnBRoadTrip2014.blogspot.ca/). Some special visits of the trip were with the
Belluz’s in Slate River, ON, Jane Powell in Golden, Jennifer and Peter in Kelowna, and Jennifer, Harrison,
Jim, and Jean in Penticton.
No sooner had we arrived on the west coast than we hopped a plane to Mexico to visit with Wilma
(Fran’s sister) and Gary in La Penita. The first week was spent among the dusty streets, crowded
markets, and family‐filled sidewalks of the tiny little fishing village and the second was spent in the
luxury of the Mayan Palace complex – a time‐share resort with all the accoutrements of luxury. There
were no dusty streets or crowded markets here – only well‐manicured walkways and expensive
shopping centres: embarrassing, but certainly appreciated.

The balance of the year has been spent nesting in our basement suite on East 48th near Fraser. It has
been a busy but enjoyable time exploring second hand stores, figuring out make‐do arrangements and
building furniture (sometimes out of cardboard). It has been a joy to work with our children in the
search and construction of items to make the suite comfortable and functional. Both Fran and I have
enjoyed the recollections and ghosts we feel from our first years together as students and newlyweds.
Looking back on the year, I’m beginning to see why we have been tired lately!
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