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February 21, 2016

Dear Evelien,

You came into a world that was well-
prepared for you. As the fourth child 
you have all the benefi ts of your 
parents‛ experience with your siblings: 
closets full of hand-me-downs, and 
toys from one end of your house to 
the other. 

But most of all, you have a world full 
of people who are eager to welcome 
and support you.

In anticipation of your baptism we 
thought you might like a memento of 
who these people are — so that as the 
list grows, you can enjoy your family 
roots.

  Love,
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There are many people who 
were waiting a long time for 
your arrival.

Here are some of them...

April 13, 2015
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and your brothers and sister

Here’s a photo of 
your Aunt Daegan giving 
your father a kiss - when 
he was just born!

...and many other brothers and sisters

Here’s another when 
they were a bit older. They 
still liked each other.

...like your parents
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Can you guess who 
these other brothers and 
sisters might be?

Here they are again, 
but a little older.

Here’s a photo of your Grandma Fran when she was about 
7 or 8 years old. She was the oldest of 4 children for about 16 
years until her brother Peter was born, so she knows about living 
with 2 brothers and a sister. Her brothers Jim and John are on 
the left and Wilma is sucking on her fi nger. This was taken about 
1952 or 53. Here is a photo of your 

Grandpa Bill when he was about 
9 years old. He didn’t know you 
would be arriving years later but 
you wouldn’t have arrived without 
him, so it’s like he was waiting for 
you. 
In this photo he is sitting beside 
his brothers Peter and Robert. 
Pete is holding your Great-Great 
Grandma’s dog Patsy.
1953 or 1954

This is a 
picture of Peter 
when he was 6.
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Your Grandparents were also waiting

with Grandma Fran,

and with Grandpa Bill

Here you are with 
Oma,

Here’s a photo of your Oma 
and Opa with your mother - 
when she was very young.

with Opa,
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..and so were Parents of your Grandparents

Here is your 
Greatma Shaver 
holding your 
Grandma Fran when 
your Grandma was 
very young

...and here is your 
Great-Grandpa Shaver 
holding your Grandma 
Fran. 

Here is your Great-Opa and 
Great-Oma at your Mum and 
Dad’s wedding on May 7, 2005.

Here is your Great-Grandma 
Reimer holding your Dad 
when he was very young

In this picture, your Great-
Grandpa Reimer and your 
Dad are having breakfast 
together. What do you think 
they are talking about?

Here is one of your mother 
with your Oma’s parents
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...and even Grandparents of Grandparents 
were waiting for you.

Fran with 
her grandmother 

Elizabeth

Fran with her 
Grandmother Gladys

Your Dad 
with his Great-
Grandmother 

Dumville

Your Grandpa Bill with 
Greatpa and Greatma 
Reimer - about 1945

Here is your 
Opa with his little 
sister Anya and 

their Oma and Opa 
Verhoeff .

Your Oma with 
her mother.
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...but that‛s not all.

When Daegan was born in 
1969, we had a lovely visit from 
your Great-Grandmother Shaver 
with her mother Gladys and your 
Great-Grandmother Reimer with 
her Mother Emily.

Your Opa with his 
Oma Sietje Vandeebyl 
- when he was about 1 

or 2 years old.

In this photo, your 
Opa is about 5 years 
old with his  mother, 

grandmother, and father

This is a photo of your 
Dad, with his Dad, with 
his Dad, with his Dad, in 
1983.
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Because many Uncles, Aunts, and 
Cousins were also waiting

Here’s a nice photo of your Aunt 
Anya and Uncles Lance and Rudy 
at your sister’s baptism. Even your 
Great-Grandma Shaver was there.

Your cousins Thomas, 
Samantha, and Zachary 
are sittting with your big 
brother in 2008.

Your cousins 
Adrianna and Niko 
are saying hello to 
you with your Aunt 
Anya and Mum.  
Niko was a bit 
nervous because 
he didn’t want to 
drop you.

Your Uncle Lance and Aunt 
Marissa are watching you 
sleep. They were excited 
about seeing you as well.

Here’s your Uncle 
Rudy with your brothers 
and sister. I wonder 
what he is smiling at.
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You even have many great-
uncles. Here are two of them 
with your brother Pieter and 
your Grandma Fran. Peter 
has a red shirt and John has 
a black hat. I wonder why they 
are laughing.

In this picture, your 
Grandma Fran and her 
two brothers John and 
Jim are visiting with their 
sister Wilma and your 
Greatma Shaver.

Your Aunt Daegan and Uncle 
Steve dressed up for a special 
photo at their new house in 
2010.

Your Great-Aunt Penny, Great-
Uncle Peter, and Cousins Sarah and 
Kathryn came to see you one nice 
September afternoon. Sarah’s friend 
Andrew came with them to see what 
the fuss was about.
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I wonder if some day you will 
be able to name all the people 
in this photo! They all know you 
and will welcome you at their 
next meeting. This one was in 
Indonesia.

Here is a photo of your Opa and Oma 
with their children and grand-children
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...and many, many Friends

Here’s your Mum with Ryan Hofer, the 
head coach at TWU, and Chelsea. She 
is destined to be one of your babysitters.

Jolene,one of your Mum’s best buddies 
came by to give you a hug.

Darcy and Andrea

Andrea was one of the fi rst people to 
welcome you since she helped your 
Mum and Dad at your birth. Every 
time you write your second name, 
you can think of Aunty Andi since you 
share the name Marie with her.

Carly, Sophie, and Nikki also 
came to pass on some good 
volleyball vibes right from the 
day you were born.
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On February 21st, 2016 we all gathered at West 
Point Grey to celebrate your baptism. 

Janis Terrien introduced you and 
your family to the congregation. Janis 
used to telephone your Greatma 
Shaver every morning to check that 
she was okay.

Your brothers and sister played 
in the transept of the church until 
they were callled to the altar to 
help prepare the water and oil for 
your baptism. Charlie and Pieter 
had matching clothes for this 
special occasion.
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Dear Evelien,

We pray that you grow up to be a woman that is sure of who she is. 
That you know you were placed on this earth by the God who created 
the universe and that He has a great plan for you. We pray that you 
are not identifi ed by who others say you are but by who Christ has 
made you to be.

We promise to help you fi nd the tools you will need to navigate this 
world with a smile. We promise to talk about the tricky things and walk 
alongside the mistakes you are going to make….and we hope that you 
can forgive all the mistakes we are going to make along the way.

We hope you fi nd joy in our home and you see it as a place where 
many people are loved and welcomed. We hope that in turn you are 
able to welcome many people into your life. This is where richness is 
found. 

A verse that we have chosen for you is from Romans, which is a book 
that was often quoted by your Great-Grandfather Jack. Romans 5:3-5 
says…

“We also rejoice in our suff erings, because we know that suff ering 
produces perseverance; perseverance, character; character, hope. 
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his 

love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit who he has given us.”

You even wanted 
to say something 
yourself. In this 
photo you are 
trying to take the 
microphone from 
your father.

...and from your 
mother!

Your father and 
mother had 
some important 
things to say to 
you. They are 
printed below.
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You were very well-behaved and 
occasionally joined in the events 
with a chirp or squawk. You even 
fl irted with the young woman 
playing the clarinet at the service.

Rev. Valerie Taylor took you for a 
walk down and up the aisles so 
that everyone could see you and 
say hello. If you look carefully, 
you will see your Grandpa Bill’s  
Aunt Elaine and Uncle Ralph in 
the congregation - along with your 
Aunt Daegan and Uncle Darcy.

Eunice Williams said a 
prayer for you on behalf of the 
congregation. Eunice has been 
a friend of the Shaver family for 
many years. She is now 100 
years old! You can see what she 
said below.

Your parents brought you to this congregation at this early time of 
your life to be received into the Christian church. I know so many 

of us have been helped to learn and continue to learn more of God’s 
presence in our lives. Now we pray that as you grow and develop you 
may become ever more fully aware of that greatest blessing in your 

life: God’s constant presence, grace, and peace.
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Here is a copy of the 
order of service at your 
baptism. 

You can see from the 
photo how happy all 
these people were to be 
with you. Do you know 
who they are?
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We then all went to the 
gymnasium to have some drinks 
and cookies. It was a nice time 
to pass you around to the people 
who were chatting ... and of 
course, to your siblings.

Your Uncle Lance, Aunt 
Marissa, Aunt Daegan, and 
Cousin Samantha joined us 
for lunch.

Here are a few 
photos that 
Samantha took 
back in the church 
sanctuary before we 
drove to Opa and 
Oma’s for lunch.
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