WORSHIP BROADCAST

\ For Sunday July 17 1977
Jack Shaver

40310
Call to Vorship ; 1:00
Hymn THE LOXD'S MY SHEPHERD 3:55
T 38 A Service of Sacred Music Moody Chorale
Side 2 Band 3
Invocation :50
Anthem O CLAP YOUR HANDS 4325
Griffin Collection The Choir 0Of Paisley Abbey
Side 1 Band 4
Scripture Lessons Genesis 11: 1- 9 3:25
Romans 11: 25-32
Anthem YE GATES LIFT UP 2:30
T 39 Songs of Praise, Hamilton Academy Youth Choir
Side 1 Band 6
Gospel Lesson John 1: 1-14 1:50
Hymn MEN GO TO GOD : 1:20
T 23 Dayspring, 24 Hymns from Anglican United Hymn Book
Side 1 Band 6
Prayer 3 3:00
Hymn JESUS SHALL REIGN 4:00
Griffin Collection Toronto Mendelssohn Choir
Side 2 Band 4
Sermon Bottled Chaos 10:30
Hymn RQUNT ME FALLS THE NIGHT 3:25
Griffin Collection Toronto Mendelssohn Choir
Side 1 Band 4
Benediction
Organ Postlude JESUS SAVIOR PILOT ME 2342

T 20 Great Prétestant Hymns, Virgil Fox Organist
Side 1 Band 4



e
M 8»0»\131

ENSN N&(Q\ 8&0&.9\/ —_ i
DR e e bon, Lab wa Tu S
T RonTleEY  e\eS
oamy, fal Ged Q&&@& e o) Chawsed, Sawvesg
gy Dot 3&‘%{3 v Shaddn Veelies .20 v

—

.(.NW*E“‘L.\ Lelon, Nesw TS Lo Dvresy, = L e p?@@&\ QM
"D Wony gy Nowrdly

J RN
- ,ﬁ:\

G 028 afowed vl

Q. Tpialdy .
Gud o Qe
. "
/T\o RA Glowad” Lasow- v Lorand Tun 6%@ N ka\&&éwnm\
Dl S, @l Tosse Bl =7
Ke_ﬁ> v
T A= NI VO S SV SV NITE NS S
) \mlw oX Vows 25  (32) | =2

\ Howe fla G@m?@;\ oy ol olesus q{ Trenutdsd Sescones

wmm%oﬂﬁsﬁx@u&mf LMM&N{&/QLLO\)S N

\) oot Lo gl =

C o K\\N&d) mek)\ \QQ/\MNGJ\W\F\ l\x\/@@‘@d
(2, &l AMW @@@&%N . (I

. gwg\ /&9 Salss Lm% ’(‘&Qs—\s-/ w % Qﬂ 4 gg\‘l,?)gj

VTOREN




@@> e B

AJL\ &cw&%Q&wﬁQw = (A | k2D

MAr @ dideohs St W ve *—esQQ«%WW

\*‘\‘(MN% Thove ™ o vss0 \QW\ w\(/(m Q&QC&MW

Bl @m\@a@@ww No. [o6

Hed & v &S m
, 7

Lot s %yw?ﬁ&)\t} Gﬁé‘&

00R TRTERY o come b gous ced wea coot Yoy
IR sheetd i Botbers Ahea TA e,

Vs ous Twe e st 2 Nt wo hoow ceosluen busem

Mo afoen o wsapaan B us el (conam R

\FDG Ao Q,Q»Q-Q_A&b Q- QLL&.-M '_t) e t>

et cur seeedt cﬁmm\\ng\vz Lv\e:«m/\t R

Owr A tlle, L O éqe-vs  ows Sunviad el

S :@@Beﬁt@u\ (!\Q!asb 5 A ‘&1%9&432\& Lo

/hg}-( ?o:\z SA LD, Ag@« (‘RG-A\QJ\;\) sé% s /‘;\\;w QQJS\ = e
A;tw ngwrff\m\ WA AWM

e &oo}@(w Vel M’V ok Lo Bosed gy @.Q@&\G*Mc

d Ces &L \os ‘m—u-ua POy FOUIF-CEE N W J( wead § W\%Q&

LeR_ A Mwm ou/ \/Q\M«;ng—/\ — teon QO S-S ((‘*

Calloc, semad c.chW\




@ &

S U, eI Sl M@%}}&K A — A\«ujk'@ji e
- i"ZB\-Ni LiMeue e J@“& S Revsa Q.%&vug\qv\m&

.h‘_mx__“*\}idg_, sus Vhne s Gom wils Tz eI, — T~ _
o g . R . '
Crssan Nawud — 3@’%“\\'&-\}) MWK \.-..}\LQ, RO \sbﬂ\t-ﬁg\ Lol Gl M&_‘;&ﬁ\ adae W

— (D_M’%_Ek“”/ e werd B ws el on kg&&wim‘

SR W s S Y e
..A_‘%\& B, \’i\w\n qFimnry Lo N%M‘(g s e
. E— g %__ e F]&\& 9);9}« E\ LAoa \:QQ@-&\_& Yoo, o X @m‘g NSV

=, Mahs wewedork Ty wn ooy @éﬁm&gw\ sag wodh ™
I | T WY M%y:é)\&\ Laﬁm@ veo Bue ead sk & Gs

o A P S S | VO PN Q Lovs (hod Lroon W) s m& )
B ;LQ Wt CouQd SZ;& ‘gm( AN e E T S N < Y g XV SR VL @%@"&
B s Bt B MT(LW\\ e~ SO\ O S R k&&QQ& g Mm:;h

Oev Yolha, » wie @«\\L \m&w\ &\w\m—\v’%&k‘\ %ML‘
T\"}\\\ug&mwa Cemen ﬂﬁ et ) Gs &m on aeth ol Tk 5 ua -
LCL&& an (\J—Q Cﬁcs- & CQ\Q\_..Q\ %M &M
IO G\L«/MM—&S-Q s on o focging Mrﬁ@

R g%&w (SR Q—”\\QX vQ\@ L el \-“\.L.k\ §Q\ \M_‘T&*
Nelioy o Cemun 0t Fae Thoe il \Qu\w‘?\m»\ ond)

‘\l"o\ bowss oud »(.\’&\ Q/QG\\\ , TM‘ Opsy N Q,L‘.s—‘/
~ | N \%:ﬁ

e e N,




‘/7(’(3%? | Broadcast Sermon, July 17 1977 _ @

BOTTLED CHAOS

Thou Whose Almighty Word , CHAOS and DARKNESS HEARD.... and took their flbght.

s

Those are the openlng lines of a fine old 19th century Missionary nynn. Je've

always sungﬁgt toe the tune HCECQOW.

tu

You could cali those lines a paraphrass of tie Creation Story in.Genesis.

A mighty vioce was uttered, Chaos gave way to order,ADarkness gave way to liéht.
Indeed, here is one of the'centra’ GOD THEMES of the Bible. .. its one of the

reasons people get into the God business. There is ordeﬁ/;nd there is chaos, The

power to make order out of chaos is the power to BE. God is the God of Order. The

power opposing chaos. When the forces of the earth, the power arrangements

of human beings, people in themselves get out of order.. tixt's chaos returning

to dxsrupt God's order.. Chaos resists God. GRe—wajmei-identi-fyiTirtho—frumen—pradisa-

1'd sung the sen¢ forvyears before I really heard the words.e.es.
Thou whose almighty word, Chaos and darkpess heard, and took their flight.
ceees at the sound of a mighty voice,. chaos'aﬁd darkness take off into the distanee;
That woulé be a great kind of word to have around when life gets dark and chaotic.
Just the thought of it cheers me up. .. A Great HARRUMP putting chaos and darkness
to flight.
But as our readings tonlght suggest, There are.variations.éofthe Biblical

theme of God and Chaos. It appears there are times when God sends chaos, or confusion, or !

e s - = »

dlsobedience..'
s \J—t w : . :

The classic example of the story of the tower of Bable in the early part of

Genesis, In this story God sends diso:der. There was something about the way

humankind was ordering its life that was offensive... destructive., ..The remedy

was to send confusion, The mighty scheme falls apart as the people find themselves

alienated from each other, unable to understand each other and possessed with

languages they find foreign to each other they scatter across the earth.



[©

The inference is that the people were united in an order that was somehow
offensive.
Let us build ourselves a city
and a tower with its top in the heavens
and let us make a name for ourselves.
The Lord Said:
Behold they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is
only the beginning of what they will do, and nothing they propose to do will
be impossible for them.. /
In making a name for themselves... they will abide by no limits.
The result of that presumption is confusion.. A presumptious order is the enemy
of God.
I find it fascinating that there are these two themes in the Bible around the
concepts of Chaos and Order
The one depicts the human predicament in that we rebel against order, and so
disrupt creation, the other depicts the human predicament in that we choose

an order that is contrary to creation.

It igs the ‘latter of these themes I wish to explore tonight

It seem \' i
seems that whate er else is true of us, however much we resist order, we
?

do long for oréer. For comprehension, for coherence.

I will always remember an interview I had( ie"

s years ago now) w1th a resident

of‘é Juvenlle detention home. He shared w1th me his 1nteres

fis
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subject. VWhen I asked him if he could say what interested him in the stbiy of

history he said that he wanted to be able to reach back and put his finger an
what it was all about. He wanted all the fragments of life to come together,
He wanted‘to be able to comprehend the story of his life., He wanted life's
contradictions to give way to coherence.

That's a profound human need.

e are in serious distress unless we g@gfget it together,

But that is only part of our dilemma.

It seems that any kind of order won't do. Life can latch ento a coherence that
contains the seed of its own destruction. This same lad explained to me why
he was having such a rough time at the detention home, Indeed why'he had a tough time
at school and at home and why he had been detqined. And that w§§,that the only way
he could keep his life together was to be one up on every authority figure or
anyone else that threatened him. The way he gave his life coherence made everyone

.else his enemy.

Our three scripture passages suggest some elements that would mark a Faulty Coherehce.

1. In the story of Babel it is a Coherence that abides by no limits

a. Our lad was like that. He was caught in an ordering that tramped all over
everyone else.

b. Another example of faulty coherence is practiced by adolesents and by all of
us to the extent that we all perpetuate our adoleseﬁ;e, That is the practice of
gaining coherence to life by creating a dream world that has no grounding in reality.

c. Another example is the impass facing our modern technological development,
where the limits to what the environment Earth can bear is confronting us with
a pollution crisis, an energy criéis, a population crisis a food crisis....

Here a profoundly powefful way of ordering the whole of western civilization is
being visited by disorder because it i& committed to an order that abides by no

limitS.
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In our second reading, the passage from Romans, we have the strange statement
that God is causing all to disobey in order that all might be saVed. A coherence
that leaves someone out, that leaves a whole people out, is visited by disorder,

a., The Great North American dream is an example of of this faulty orderihg.
Here the dispossessed of Europe, and indeed the rest of the world, were
gathered up out of religious and clgss and national fractiéhalism into: a
glorious unity of freedom equality and happiness.... while in the doing of that
it wiped out the Native Indian... Nor did it even feel any Fault in its glorious
dream until the Viet Nam War and the revolt of Black America causedit to lose its
innocence.

b. The same is true of our great economic order, producing the highest
standard of living for the greatest number of people in the history of the human
race, but leaving out the poor. But héving no dynamics within its ordering

for including the have not peoples. When there is committment to that kind of

ordering, God sends Chaos.
EEN
C o 2

c. Our own confrontation with our Northern Natives over northern development
is an example of God,s disordering our order when we leave out whole peoples

and their way of ordering.

It the g9§pe1 reading, which is sometimes called John's creation story it is
pointed out what God's Qrder is all about. The LIGHT WHICH LIGHTETH EVERYMAN
WAS COMING INTO THE WORID. God's Order is not for some at the exclusion of
others., God's Order is an Order that leaves no one out, As 1§ng as we gather
around less than that we are blessed with disorder.

Three years ago we had a student minister &round here called¥Pean Salter.
He graduated and went to Salmon Arm and thence to Saskatchewan.

He wrote a charming lkttle article that appeared in the latest DPBSERVER

THE Natuonal Magazine of the United Church of Canada.



In it he described a few of the disasters and near disasters that befell him
during the first years of his settled ministry.

It occurred to him that in the Beginning, when God overcame Chaos, He
Bottled it, So that when people get together a coherence which is

presumptious

Made up of dreams that have no basis in reality

Transgresses another's terrirory

Leaves someone out

N

He can pour some Chaos amt over it,

Dean Called it

(T — .
/oN3 D\)
The Pause that refreshes.
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