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October i979'

Congregati&n and friends,
Of First United Church

' THANKSGIVING MESSAGE 1979

Any comments on THANKSGIVING remain an attempt to comment on a
mystery. Who doesn't welcome the state of a grateful. heart? I don't
need to be instructed that it is a good thing when my heart is full and
overflowing. Life is totally transformed when we find ourselves emhk
bracing it with grateful joy. When we mean it, the state of being
grateful is an occasion for thanksgiving.

. Not many of us enjoy being ungrateful. But, when we don't mean
. it, the demand to be thankful comes on as an unworthy obligation. Grat-
itude seems to be a base thing if we don't mean it.

What it is, that turns out a grateful heart, is an abiding mystery.

We at First Church continue to undergo swift and sharp changes
between gratitude and complaining, like everyone else. Now and again
we know the deep mystery of experiencing gratitude when we find ours-
selves under the right burden.

We also know that one clue to what it is that turns out a grateful
heart is the fact that a great group of you out there care about us and
the ministry to which we are called.
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