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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS FROII THE STAFF AND OFFICIAL BOARD
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To HEN 0] STENERS AND OTHERS WHO CARE

Christmas, 1980.

Dear Friends:

What does Christmas mean to you? BMany of you are living alone in hotel
rooms, rooming houses, apartments or small suites. Some of you are handi-
capped or sick; some are discouraged, worried, afraid. Many are lonely and
some are losing hope.

Will you look up and listen to an angelic song? "Don't be afraid, I
am here with good news which will bring great joy to all people. This very
night in David's town your Saviour was born--Christ, the Lord." Behind the
picture, poetry and pageantry of the Christmas story is the towering, ter-
rific truth that God is with us.

May this glorious truth of Christmas give you hope. Despite the dark-
ness that surrounds us the licght is shining--the light of Ged's love. You
are not alone. God is with you and He loves you! Yes indeed God does love
us all. He accepts us as we are, forgives us, calls us by name, enables us
by His power to face life with faith, hope and love. We need never be
lonely, for we are never alone. God through Christ is with us!

So we can sing with the Psalmist of old:

"God is here! Let's celebrate.
Iet us enlist our lives in perpetual celebration
Over God's goodness and greatness.

?2&}C}7” Let us announce to the world God's presence
. And proclaim His loving kindness to all people.
e
- God is here!
He sustains those who are wavering in weakness,
— And grants them the grace of strength,
. He reaches into the void of empty lives
And enriches and fulfills their hungry hearts.
,/f”’///// He is near enough to hear our every cry,
</ZT/ L~5:\ To sense our every need,

oVS To grant us whatever is necessary
////////’/// To make us happy and effective
As we seek to follow and serve Him".
So may Chrig AS Zf:é time of joy and the New Year one of hope.
i f .
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Rev. John Cashore N Rev. M. John V. Shaver
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