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doing wé are to look to some flesh for his embodyment.
The Bible is strange in the way it refers to God's kingdom. It is in the
midst\/and it is about to come, in a flash, like lightning as it suddenly

i1luminates the whole place, from horizon to horizon.

- S

The scripture lessons we read were appointed for Sunday July 1 by the North
American Ecqmenical Lectionary. When 1 first took note of them I wondered if
the people who selected them knew they would fall on Canada Day. 1t seemed to me
that the kind of things these readings suggest are things we all need to be reminded
of as we 1§ok to our history, as we acknowledge our state, and, in all that,
as we seek to get in touch with God again.

The Bible continuaily suggests.... if you want to get in touch with‘God -
get in touch with your history. Get in touch with with what is happening to you
and around you, Hidden there will be the activity of God.

Ezekiel is one of the Biblical writers that makes strange connections.
Because of the famous song he is probably best_known-among us for his wheels
within wheels, To me his .most famous metaphow is a scroll, containing words
of lamentation mourning and woe, which he is charged to eat, and when he does
e it ié sweet as honey in his mouth,

In the passage we read tonight Ezekiel names the hidden activity of God
thus...He is setting down in the midst of Israel a fresh young sprig of
Ceda{which will grow into a noble tree which will bear fruit and which will
become a sheltered home to all kinds of life. He is bringing low the high
tree and making high the low tree. What is going on in history is that God
is drying up the green tree and making the dry tree flourish, |

1 mentioned earlier that state, so aptly deﬁcribed as " Having to wait
for our spirits to catch up to.us.%férit a word to that state of alienation

" to hear that God is at work, drying up the green tree and making the dry tree
to flourisk? Is that disconnected state a time of sortiﬁg out? A time of

shaking down? A time when false hope and false promisep are shown for what

w



they are while true hope and Godly promise are planted and watered so thét they
flourish?

The Agostle Paul is another Biblical writer who makes strange connections. -
1¥) the passage we read tonight he is talking about courage, about not losing heart.

That's a big word courage., Sometimes when I am trying to get God-talk to
w0rk'I substitute the word courage for the word faith. The subétitution helps,

I think, ¥ restore the Biblicall meaning to the word faith. As with our present
understanding of the word faith, courage carries an in-spite-of meaning. To have
courage is not a mPtter of having no fear or no anxiety. Courage is the name we
give to the power to embrace the fearsome thing. Courage is a matter of being
afraid bué$§oing anyway.

As with the word faith, it matters what kind of courage you have, Whatever
gives you the courage to embrace the fearsome aspects of life will shape the kind
of life you live, it will determine the crucial decisions you make, It will set
the nature of the relationships you gﬁi;%;ith things and with people.-

However, NOT as with the word Faith as we see it, it makes no sense to consider
the object of your 6ourage. We often get asked.. "What is the object of your
faith?" Or we often think we are dealing with the God question when we discuss.
the object of our faith. In the Biblical understanding of the matter, it also
makes no sense to ask for the object of our faith, It does make sense to
speak of the source of your courage, or to examine the nature of your courage.

In the same way it makes sense to ask of biblical faith, what is its source}
Who is its author? What is its nature? What is the stuff of it?

In our scripture passage, in which Paul talks about courage, he talks about
groaning and sighing with anxiety, ?Esfsvﬁgbfg§sfﬂif\fggésgz. There is something
about 'not being where you long’to be'! that is a source of courage.

Have you any notion of how that can be? Have you any experience of things

turning into their opposits?



Joes knowinglthere is more significant meaning to be had/than ypu now have
rob you of courage or give you courage? I would have to answer... "Both are
true," I.certainly do find myself, all too often, fotally out of courage. The
attrition of having a string of things go wrong can turn me away fromllife. The”
sight of the world's countless victims of injustice undermines.my love of
the world. The extent to which evil and violence seem to reign throughout
the systems of the earth makes one world=weary.

But when I look to what makes me of good courage, it does not appear
that there are any simple direct connections, Courage is an in-spite -of thing
as well ag a because-of thing. Its presence is a mystery. Courage does not always
come when things get better. Courage comes when you care enough. And if you
care enough in our world you experience distress. You are moved as much by
what you don't have‘as by what you have., You are visited by a longing for a world
unseen, You are possessed by a meaning of existence you do not yet possess. The

presence of pain in life does not necessarily drain us of courage, pain accompanies

good courage.

b@ycurrent pain and distress may be mine because I am withdrawn from

God, or it may be mine because God is drawing near.
—_— :

The Gospel lesson we read tonight contains two of Jesus Kingdom
parables. Both of them refer to the Kingdom of God as seed. Again we are
reminded of the hidden nature of the reign of God. Those who seek God are told
that he is at work in the world, unknown to us but at work. It's like a man
scattering seed upon the ground who sleeps and rises night and day while the
seed grown he knows not how.

None of us knows how the courage.that sustains us in a love of the
world comes to work in us. How is it thaf there is a courage that sustains us

rather than one we must struggle to maintain? None of us knows how a courage that

brings pain and distress can create us instead of wear us down, move us instead



ptance of pain and distress.
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The courage to embrace life includes the acce

o¢ paralize us. The parable suggests that this courage can be at work in us

and others when we don't realize it.

The second parablelincludes the remark that mustard seed is the
smallest.of all the seeds on earth, yet it grows into the greatest of all
shrubs so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade,

That's all it takes for the reign of God to be at work in the world--
something as small as a musgard seed. We don't need to be talking about some
great noble edifice of faith, visible to all, It is enough that God have his
foot in the door. God needs only a small suspicion that he is God at work in
our history.

The God stuff of the Bible is strange stuff indeed,

Are:.we.more likely to be found of him as we are reminded of its many
apparent contradictions?

The message will always come as a remindef of something new. We

"will constantly need to be reminded and the message will always be new.

The recognition of not having can be as powerful a pointer to the
F——‘_._,_.
reality of God as the recognition of having., Presence and promise go together,
Lt il

Presence and hiddenness go together. Just because we.don't know he is at work

&

doesn't mean he is not at work. By its very nature,God's werk will have an element

of stranéemess to it. Faith in God includes not knowing him and not knowing

he is at work. His relgn is like the planting of the smallest seed of the earth.
All your saying you are without him may be the small seed of your

trust that he reigns. That's what can make you of good courage.,.. for we

walk by faith and not by sight.

Hymn Join now in the Hymn When 1 Survey The Wondrous Cross.
Benediction

Organ Postlude




