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Call To Worship |
Hymn Noé Thank We All Qur God

' T 16 Robert Shaw Chorale and Organ
Side 2 Band 7

Invocation

rrogramme Identification and announcements

Anthem  Children, Go where I Send You R
~ F 24 The New HWine Sound, Temple Methodist Churc
Side 1 Band 6 (Chorus and Jim Strathdee

Scripture Lessons N
01d Testament Nehemiah,

Epistle Il Thessalonlans FBE i
Gospel Matthew . = 11: 25-30v;
Hymn Fairest lord Jesus s -
T 16 Robert Shaw Chorale\and Organ
gide 1 Band 5 ’ - ‘,‘:‘u!
Frayer
Anthem O What A Béautiful City 7
F 24 The New Wine Sound, Temple Methodist Chu;ch Youch

Side 2 Band -3 - (Chorus and Jim Strathdee

Sermon Good Work

Hymn - "For All The saints ; N
. T 16 A Mighty Fortress, Robert Shaw Chorale‘
Side 1 Band7 . S ,

Benediction

Organ Postlude'
' Now Thank We All Our God
CL 9 Virgil Fox Encores e
Side 2 Band 4 = '
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JFIRST UNITED CHURCH BROASCAST SERMON SUNJAY SAPTEMBER L 1979

G000 WORK
1 have‘entitled'thlght’S’SermOR--A"GOOG Work". Good Work? What's good
about it? -

l think - that one sure mark of our troubled times is that WORK is in trouble,
/] .

——

One hardle?knows where to start 1n 1ndetify1ng the problems.

The current state of unemployment)in our country and throughcut the world_/
is surely one of obr most_painfulrtroblems. Galnful employment is hard to come by,
especially'emong the voung, the hard to emplo*and native people, whether they stay in the
hor;ginal communities or migrate to the cities. bnquest1onably our society condemns
- the

a host of i ts members’ toblife destroying tragedy of be1ng declared useless.

Angequally serious fault-in the fabric of our soclety is the way 1t condemns

 af large percentage~of“thé”eglng to a state of uselessness, Some activity is

expended in keeping Seniors busy, but business is not the same thing as making

a meaningful-contribltion,

.. Current- attifides to work are in a state of chaotic confusxon. People who

.do not-earn a’ monitory return in. the market place of selllng thelr serv1ces}are put

Y

~'down. Status is acqulred on the basis of whether your actlvity showfhg an economic’

’ citized\ we can t qui te ].Ox.ate.4__~;;,;_\‘—..~~vwv—*”" . “';“'
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return. A Home maker is not seen as-a_person who has work. Because homemaking

e S T

does not- ordlnarily earn a pay cheque_the. homemaker is seen as a category &f
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A few generations ago, largelyﬂunderwthe influence of the thought of Rarl
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’ Marx, the human predicament was-anailzed'as lyzng in ﬁue@%ct that most people

. -,~~-' e

- were al1enated from the1r~york. Ikeir work was not the1r own., The wealth it produced

[EESERR

became largely someone else ¥-3 reward As’ improved technology relieved the burden

e

of work, the 1ndustria1 worker's’ contributlon to society became less and . leas
an offerxna of a’ skixs-unique to him)and more and more an activity alien to
human funct1on1ng. As its only mean1ng ‘became the money it earned, wark became-

even more alienated from thevworker.
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It:is a tracie ifony that in North_America,.the¥vigorous society that was

established by immigrants whose ‘search was for a place where their work would

be the1r oﬁn, is preclsely that society which havzng bpread its influence round

‘the world, is now the soeiety in which work is in~sucb deep trouble.

v . : o - ' : P
All this dislocation has given work a bad name, We speak of the buritan
. - ﬂ ’ : 7- o ~ .
work ethic, or the Protestant work ethic as something evil, and something that a

. A
brave new sociaty muct reject. When we cé&h something WORK we mean by that .. it's no

fun. 1t a dreaded thingz

At the same time 1t remains true for us that‘avsocial arrangement in which no=-one
takes'out the garbage is' a dreadful mess and no fun.either.. A community of selveé,
attempting‘fulfilment'by.doing each other no>good.contain§ nothing'buf empty
selves,

WORK IS IN DEEP TROUBLE

On this Sunday, which is sometimes called Labour Sunday i thought to

v . v
look for some Bib11ca1 comment on tie impass,

Iuam not expectiﬁg.to find.a verse of two with a neat answer., I think we aré
unfaithful to the Biblical Writefé when we go aﬁout,our seérch in‘that way. The
mére.appropriaté seafch is for 'broad themes or concepts. -

It is clear to me thét thelBiblical ;ritergztook thé matté£ of work seriously.
They saw it as somehow cené;al to life. Idleness, whether chosen or'inflicted,‘ R
was 1’:':fonxhtif’&upor.l.j . | ‘

ﬁm the séme~time they recogniZed &t as a trouble spotf‘Iw thé very opening
‘ chaptéfs §L thelir db&ﬁment they found 1t nécessary .tolhiace‘ah explanafioﬁ.

: of how éome ‘the work scene is not rlght. What was meant to be gooé}somehow got
_ Rl b

cursed in a fundbmental way.vAny salvation for our cond1tion that could be
"considered at a11 adequate would nged to address - the problem of w0rk°
It is intended that work be good. What can be more fulfilling than that

I bring to the whole community something for its good that I am uniquely

‘ecquipped to bring? What a de?astatiné thing to be of no good~to ényone.
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The wooden yoke, which the 6xen wore in order to put their-shoulders to the berden
was used by Jesus as é;symbol of life in him. He does not offer a 1life of ne
Qork,-but,promises rather thatvhis yoke isveaey andbﬁis burden ‘s light, Iflthe |
state of grace, work is fun. When somethlhg<goés wrznz -1 th thet relaeionship,*:

sometling deeply human is denied.

'If,in order to work, the system has to keep a pool of nonvemployed so that its

membeLs can be called or reJected from time to time, it 1s a Laulty system,

LQ the Gure for the evils of 1nf1atuon i% to.idle a sizeable proportion of the

popu ation, that is an evil cure.
‘It is not rlght that.there‘be a host of used or useless people, God has a
"quarrel with'a'kingdom whose peeple are tteateb thus, |
But there's a strange catch to the Bible. The central Biblicai.theme that only
God is God proclaims that the heart of our prohlem is ouretrustiiﬁ solutions that .
‘éo'not save us. The.insight here‘}e thét-ali attempte of a person to\justify himself
qf'herself_by his or her work are 1312, This undertaking does not bring abqﬁt
righfiousnesslbgt'réther is cursed, It is a Eroken reed to lean upon<knd it makes us
dest?uctive of others, The work ef_our hands requires the grace of God to'
Testablish it. o |
I find_fhis conbinatiog}that work is meant to be %22§ but that it;won't justify
yOﬁ)to>be a”heipful word'£o~our present i@pass eboueJWOrk.

.‘It is not fight when society organizes‘itself se_that>some‘peop1e are left
wfthout thekchance of making-é ﬁgg%é; a meaningful contribution to the whole,-or are
excluded from. the benefits of the contribution of others.-If you are so denied
you are 1ndeed unJustly done by. You have these thzngs coming to you. And God is
indeéed ca111ng any who ‘would be faithful to be part of his activ1ty in chang1ng
these matters, !

- But while you‘afe.denied end while you are indeed unjustly dohe ey, You need
not be desitro.y'evd. | ' . h .

Meanin~ful wo;k is not what Qill justifyiyour>e¥istence. You are juetifiee
already as a gift; You chnt; you matter you afe'somebody because God says
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count, you matter, you are somebody. 1t is because we are justified by God that

‘we can end up making a meaningful ‘contribution to one another. It is the only basis

on which- we can,
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