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Esohatology, by dictionary definition, i1s the science of last E

things, the logos of the "End". Modern theology, and modern Bibiical
criticism have rediscovered the oentrality of Eschetelng”for-the
:_QETiStiQP Faithcb ﬁschatology can no longer be treated as an after:
thought; The New Testament meanlng of salvatlon cannot be studied -
without studying New Testament Esohatology. “The Tltle-of this paper

The ﬁsohetologlcal Now, is a phrase that for qil’its*paradoxical

sound, may well serve as a summatlon of the dlstlnotlve gquality of
Christian eschatology.

It is not simply that eschatological referencesfare ubiquitous
in the New Testament, but further, that the event‘JeSus-Christ, his
ministry, passion)deathJresurreetion)and exaltatibﬁ;5is'throughout,
understood in an eschatological setting. We misinterpret the New
Testament view of the ministry of Jesus, eveleSEWeﬂmisinterpret
many of the "Kingdom" parabkas)rf we take it out>of.itsvesohatological
setting. In the New Testament;theVGhurohviS'viewedyastthe
eschatological community. Indeedttheggospel»proolaimed in the New

Testament is distorted if the eschatological. quality of it is ignored.

Exegesis The Barly Kerygma and confessioms

The critical attempt to recover the primitive Kerygma by analyz%ﬁ%

the Pauline writings for his professions of the Gospel delivered tg)him,

and the sermons 1n HActs, some. of }oh betray an Apramaic backgorund and

therefor e llkely belong. to an old oral or written tradition, reveals a

_— e e —

1) 1 Cor. 15: 1ff - o (2) The most likely is
(1) Ro 1l 1-4 Acts 10: 34ff
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proclamation of the death and resurrection of Chist in an

esohatologioal settinél Thevchfisﬁ;event is a fulfillment of

prophesy, he is God's de0181ve act in salvation HlStOTYa Hellsnexalted

to the rlght hand of God, and w1ll oome agaln as finsal Judge. The =

‘summlng up of Jesus’ preaohlng 1n Mark 1 14 15 15 oharaoterlstlo also.,
| "Jesus came into Galllee preachlng, the goq% el of God, and saylng

'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand repent,
and believe in the gospel "

= (1)

- The attempt to recover the. earllest oonfe851ons and llturgloal
elements in the tradition reveals a proclamatlon afflrmlng the
lordshlp of Chrlst° He is proclalmed as relgnlng in the- present and

in the eschatologlcal settlng thls implies a ten31on between his

- relgn -and hlS manlfest v1ctory over.all thlng8= Thls oonfe381on that

“Jesus.1is Lord also llnks Christ with Israel's hlstoxy anﬂ the

-act of oreatlon, He is the decisive event in Salvatlon History.

Q, the Non Markan Tradition Common to Matthew & Tike
- The tradltlon, common 0 Matthew and Luke Whlch these 4o nob

receive from Mark is commonly Galled ngr. By, aocept?' the order of

the material as 1t appears 1n Luke a good case can be made for the
fact that "Q" was an aotual document Even 1f many borderllne
vquestlons remaln unsettled the - resultlng reconstructlon in'a work

fog o (1)
such as Manson s The 5ay1ngs @f‘Jgsus, presents us W1th what is possibly

- an early reoord of tne mlnlstry”of Jesus.v It 1s an escha tologloml

document° It beglns in Luke 3% 7 9 math the esohatolqglcal preqohlng

of John the Baptist, and ﬂloses in 17 28 57 Wlth an esohﬁtologlca
poem about the Son of Men. The reason for deallng here with the
hypothetloal "4" document 15 that 1t may be a very equy 1ndlcatlon

'that the 1nterest 1n the mlnlstry of Jesus (as Well as his death

;and resurreotlon) WES from.the start an esenatolog;cal lnterest, and

-

not one that arose efter some- esohatologleal dlsﬁppOlntmeﬁt.

———— o 2
- -
. - T ——— O o - T . T — . —— o o " _————...-———.———.—_.———..-——-—_.—..._. o —— ——

(1) 1Cor:12:3, 17no 2:22, 1Jno 4:15, Heb 4:14, Phil 2:6f, 1Cor 8:6

"
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In Luke 7: 18-35 we havée Jesus' reply o Joyn the detlst’ o x
questlon as to Whether he_was the expeoted one . -

"Go and tell John what youw have seen end heard: the blind receive
their sight, the . lame walk, lepers are éleansed, end theé deaf hear,
the dead are raised ip, the ‘poor have the gospel preached to
theMesees oo L tell you, among those born of women none isgreater

* than John; yet he who is: 1east in the klngdom of God is greater
than He. . R .

In Tuke 11:20, in.+he midst of thé contrdVersy over whether
Jesus oasts out demons in the powef of Beelzebub or not Jesus says--

"But if it is by the flnger of God I cast out demons, then. the
kingdom of God has come upon’ you.

,The ev1l one has been‘overcome and bound. The kingdom is indeed come

-for the .signs of its preserce are .at hgnq.

In Luke ll 31-32 referenoe is made to how the Queen of the South
and,ﬁhe men of. Nineveh ‘will rise up aﬂd Judge the present generatlon,

for the one cane trom-the ends of the earth ta pdrtake of the wisdom of

SqlomOﬂ and the other repented at the preaohlng of Jona, and one

greater than‘bolomon and Jond is here. The preaohlng of Jesus passes

a. de0151ve Judgment on the present.’

(1)

Manson summarlzed the rest of “Q" 1n tbls fashlon, 1. The

present is & tlme of Crisis in view of the approachlng end, for the

vdlsclplss of Jesus, fbr Isrqel 8 The perll of negleot and refusal

.of the decisive mess 1ge, 5, The demands of dlSClplesnlp in view of

the end; 4. The final consummetion. Some of the more 51gn1flcant
passages need special attention. _ |

Luke 12:35-38 urges "watchfulness as men WhO are Waltlng far
a master to return from a marriage feast. Blessed are the servants

whom.the master flnds awake . Verses 59,40 warn aof the unexpeotedness

(1) Manson,  L.W. . The Sayings of Jesus, SCM Press, Tondon, 1957
Hls reconstructlon (bracketed verses are doubtful):-
« Chepter 12: (35~ -38) 39,46, (47- 50) 51-59. Ch 13%:18-30,34,35.
€h- 141 15-84, 26, 57 (%4-35) Cn. 16: 13, 16-18. Ch 17: 1-6,28-37.




of the oomlng Qf the Son of Man, eoh01ng Daniel 7. This "Coming of the
‘Son of Man is a oonoept referrrng to the full manifestation of ‘the
klngdom of God in Power, the V1nd10atlon of the righteous. Verses .41,46
mek e referenoe to the ubsert Lord w\gsm but here the watchfulness requlred
is more than & Wdltlﬂg for promlses to be fulfilled as in 37 but rather

a fdlthful stewardshlp of the tesks glveno

' :,In verses 49 859 Jesus refers to hls oruclf1x1on as & de0181ve act

- kind_ling flre on the earth and leldlng households, that 1s,~
precipitating Judgment ﬁna aecls1on. Verses 54-56 oontaln g lanent

that the present generqtlon is so, busy looking for a s1gn that will
Tix a-.date for the erd that 1t does not recognlze the crisis of the
-,present tlme. ~In 57~ 59 the puraole urging that the quarrel be settled

on the way to the maglstrate is put plalnly in- an.eschatological settlng

rcther than the moreal settlng it is given in the: other tradrtren.
Repent while there is yet tlme.‘ R

In 13: 18-21 the parables of the mustard seed and the leﬁven are
sgiven an- eschatolog1LQl settlng.' It is not slmply that small beglnnlngs
: - have large ends, but thvt & pxecesc has been started whlch must go on,

. even in seoret.j The klngdom.of God i God’s Work " The end awaited is
ar manlfest oorreboratlng of & present fact.
Luke 14:15-24 is the "Q" parullel ‘of the parable of the greﬂt feast.
This is one of the many New Testament references to. the crlsls of
decision that the event of Ghrlst brlngs.; God will not drag people
.Jlnto the ‘kingdom. Those de not:enter. who"do not w1sh t0.

CIniluke. 16:16 it 1s clearly stated.thet the nev age has begun with |

the preqohlng of the gospel. Msnson translates the troublesome verse(l)v

."The law and the prophets were until John, since. then the gospel of
"~ the kingdom of’ God :is preached and men of violence snatch at it."

—-—-—-—-—-—————-.—-—-—--—-—-———————————-.———-—-——-—-——_——__—..._ — —.——-———-—.——-——-———-—-—-—-——--—-—--—-——-—-
——_—

(1) page 134 .Ibid' ”
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In 17:22-25 We have a recurring New Testament theme. If looklng f%\v
a sign means trylng to fix the date of the 1ast day, then the dlsolples
are to,have none of 1t. The coming of the 50n of Man is to be expected
momentarily. verse 25 ig a- correotlve of contemporary apoealyptle views
of the Son of Msn as a mlghty military deliverer.

Verses 26-30 are an eschatological poem. It contrasts with the
current apocalypic tradition (some of it in the New TeStameﬁt) that
emphqeizes unu31al naturwl.pbrteﬂts,of the end. Here it ie indicated that

| things will be going on as usual.
The closing saylngs 31-37 emphasize. again that the Yln&dom.of the Son

of Man is always impending. #Although there appears to be a rechmendatlon

to flee in the referenees to Tot's wif e (verse 31,32), the reference in

verse 33 is clear. Whoever seeks to gain his life shall 1ose it , but

vhoever loses histlife’shall preserve it. Ohristian esehatolqu is the
pfoolemation that it is the Crucified one who is lord. This is the nature
of God's sovereignty.v

The enigmatic reference in verse 37 to Vultures, which the RSV with
£004 grounds‘transleteS‘Eagles, is probably a reference t0 the'bird's
swiftness of arrital. va this is'so; tﬁe meening here is enether re-
minder that it is futlle to seek to-know the date or the plaoe of the Son
of” an s retum.: |

Mark and the "Little 4Apocalypse"

| ‘There are many eschatological references in'Mﬂrk’s‘QOSPel. We nave
.,alreqdy mentloned the summary ‘of the preaching of Jesus (L: 14 15) which
‘sets the .whole work- 1n an- eSChatOlOglle setting. The parable of the
seed grow1ng by itgelf” (4: 26 29} -which is unique WLth thls evangellst is
plainly eschatological. In 8:11—12 the warning is g;ven again against
a generation which keeps looking for a sign. In hisreply to the Szdducees

regarding the resurrection (12:24~27) Jesus points out thet in the heaven-
ly
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kingdom people do not nprry but liveé . like angels. It is characteristic

of New Testqment esohqtology th.t 1t doe s not have the usual apocalyptic

veconcern for desorlblng the details of the heavenly state.
| However the most significant passage in the tradrtlon is chapter 13
and there follows a more detailed analysis of it.

The oribical "prbbiem here is twofold: 1. The unity of the Chapter,
2 The relation to the Lukan parqllel in Chapter 21:5-36. It is hard to
see how thls ohapter could have been a 81ng1e dlsoourse. The materiz l

is- dlsoonneoted ana 1n pleoes even Appecrb oonfllotlng.
Verqes 1 end 2 foretell the destruotlon ‘of the temple. This is in

~line with: “the” pre“ohlpg of the. ceﬂonlcul prophets.z Verses '3-9 have the
dlsolples asklng for an 1nd108t10n of when the llst thlngs ere: about to
be aGCOmpllshed and desue replylné that there w1ll be- many fulse pre-

dlctlons and pOllthQl upheuvals and natural: portents, preoede the Dbe-
Vglnnlng of the end. Fhis ﬂppeers to. be in conflict with the many wirn-

ings- qgﬂlnst seeklng a 81gnﬁwh10h will fix the date of the end, It also
# 1is in conflict Wlth the repeeted suggestlons thut the Return of the Son

~.of Man w1ll take pljce while things are going on as usual.
Verses 9-1% are an 1nterruptlon in vhich Jesus speeks of the coming
 perseout1ons of , and lelSlons Wlthln the chrurch. ' '

In verses 14- 2% We come upon the flrst serious . departure fvom.the

,Luoﬂn parﬁllel (Luk 21: 20- 24) Mark’s ver31on refers to the abomluatlon

.of desolatlou which ‘may reflect the Qttempt ot Callgule to set up his
“image in the temple. Twke's Ver31on, ‘which is in poetlo form.end BhOWs

signs of belng a translation- of -an Aramalo orlglnal,Als probubly the
earlier trﬁdlon and refers to the Destruotlon of Jerusalem.

Verse 21 and 22 Warn agalnct the advent of False Gﬂrlsts and false
prophets and nas’ no pcrullel in Luke.: ' .

Vertses 24- 27 return 0 e consmderatlon of tne unusual nutural
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porten ts that will herald the Son of Man's ooming.:vChristian.esohatol&g\g

. like the contemporary apocalyptic.writings, does.view the consummation

as an end of the world. -The Lucan parallel differs hers again by adding
verse 28, a message of hope. |

Verses 28-29 pontain,the parable-of_the fig tree. The understanding
“person can always see signs thet~the_5qn of Man is nigh, even at the
doors. - | |

Verse 30, which predicts that thie generation éwall not pass away

until these things shall be aeoompl;ushed maV refer to the fall Of-

- Jerusalem, the persecution of the churcn, or the com1ng of the Son of

Man in power and glory as in Mark 9: 1. However thls problem is settled,

the question remains whether . the coming . of the. klngdomeof GOd in Power

necessarily always refers to the oonsumatlon, and therefore whether

" Jesus did or-did mnot predict the final oonsumatlon to come within a

generatien. ‘VerSe 31 could very well be the words of Jesus referring

te his whole preeohing ministry; rather then to. this set of prediotiens

alone. . | | ' |
Verse ‘32 states a persistent New Testament,theme'thaﬁbho men

knows the time or the hour, even the angels and the son don*t know.

It is futlle and irresponsible to-attempt to fix the date. This

tpradition forces us to consider the suggestion that where Chrlstlan

Eschatology does concern it self with signs its concern is not with

date fixing but with the reae:SuianCe that the toming of the Kingdom
with power is always 1mpendlng. |

Matthew here adds Q" material - Whlch Tuke uses in its orlglnal
order and which insists upon the unannounoed nature of the Lord's return.
The lesson of &ll this is drawn 1n Mark 1%: 35~ 570. be constantly

watchful, for the Lord will return when you know not.
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Finally Tuke 21:34-36 adds a warning to the disciples which seems

# “~ to have.driginally belonged right after the message of hope in verse 28.
In verse 14b of Mark 13 there appears the remark "Let him that_
readeth understand”. This sugsests that the "Little #4pocalypse" existed

as a unit 1n written form and was among the,sourggs_usgg by Mark.

The best éxplanation accounting er:the;differépges in the TLucan..
parallelwiS‘thenhypofhesis that he had before him.a;variant veréion .
of the same material into which he dubbedﬁthehaccountghé‘found in Marks

These two matters combine_in;suggesting that the"Little Apocalypse
did éxist, perhaps in two forms. -While this hypotheéis throws no
ﬂeoeSSary doubt on the @uthenticity of the sayings attributed to Jesus,
it does suggest that they eXlsted as isolated oral traditions -and were
4oollected 1nto a doeument early in the hlstory of the church. This ‘may
have been done to prov1de a dooument for use in the church in facing

its dlsagﬁplntment over the delay in the consumation. However I find

it dlfflcult to make tﬂls dlsapp01ntment account for any fundamental

ohanges An the esohatology of the earlj ohuroh “even though, as
11 Thessalonlans 1ndlcates} the delay in the ‘consumation was an early
problem. ' ' ' :

The Tradltlon Peculiar to Luke

In the tradltlon peoullar £0 Luke there are tWo passages of

significance for this. paper

'In Chépter 22, verses 16-18, in the mids%t. of Luke’s_version of
the Last Supper, Jesus says-

" ‘t . & ove i ou. before I
su%%gg,e%gge %el%e§%5e gﬁa? .n % P Y t% Y fulfilled
in the Kingdom of God".

The exegesis of the verse is dlffloult but at least we have here a
suggestion that the kingdom of God has Degin. ' '
The other passage is 17:20-22 which is immediately followed by
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the " material in 23- 30 which seems to oontradlct it. This is the N\
well known passage saying "The klngdom of God is Wlthln/among you'.

The words ,are a reply to the quest1on_"When is the Klngdom of God™ o come"

‘ The exegetloal problem arises beoause of the prep081t10n T¢z ,  The
Sa - '

‘greek word does mean Wlthlnu blsewhere Luke uses-: U}Jsﬁw)Wheh he means
- anmong. However if Tuke here is u81ng oral or wrltten material with an
.Arcmalo baokground which is entlrely pn)bable, the original prep051t10n
used would be one that had an umblguous mean” ing. - No where else is the
;klggdom.of God spoken of as « state of mind. The fact ﬁhat this reply is

reparted as having been given to the Pharisees and not to the disoiples

also.adds weight to the view that the meaning among ought to be given the
- preposition. :

A furtle r problem is the juxte p081t10n of these verses w1th 25-30
Both sections reply to the question "When?" - 20-21 replles-"It is idle
"to ask "When?!" The kingdom is already présent.. 23=-30 replies "It is
idle to ask-"When?" the kingdom will come any minute, without warning."

Which answer does the New Testament make? The decision is inesc¢apable,
from evidence in many places, that the New Testament makes_both_ansWers

and means both. This is the unique quality of New Testameﬁj eschatology.

The Tradition Peculiar to M@tthew

In the tradition peouliér to Matthew four passages are significant
Tor this paper. | R

In Chapter 24:10-12 Matthew adds predletlons regarding the
apostasy ‘that will appear in the_Church. This theme appears in the
eplstles and in Revelatlon alsou It is part bf‘New Testament

. ‘eschatology that Whllc the reign of God is sure, and hlB klngdom

alreudy beginning, that thls does not n@on that the world is getting
better and better. hvxlvlnoreases along with CTood and.tbe chur ch

is not free of taint.
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Matthew adds three esohatologloal parables at the end of his ver81on

~" of the thtle Apocalypse.

1. Matthew 25:1-13 The Pirable of the Ten Virgins.. This points up.
the reourrihg summons tohw&tbhfulness in anticipation.of the Lord's return.
2. Thé Parable offfhe Talents 25'14:——50° This is another reminder

that the abeent, JHd about to return Lord is expecting not just

,.Watchfulness, but f 1thful stewardshlp over the tasks he has left behind.

3. The pareble of the Lust Ju?gment 35 51—46 needs more careful
| R G0
treatment. In- hls 1nterpretatlon Manson sees four: Characters or groups

“of cRaracters in ﬁhe soeneo‘ Thlb ploture is" suggested i parallel

plctures in contemporary apoca lyptlo wrltlngse' There wre the Nations
of the earth ‘the Son: of Man, the King, end. his brothers, (these last

referred to when the pecple of the. eqrth protest thelr 1gnorenoe)

{ This 1nterpretatlon makes the baSlS of gudgment to be that those who

served'the Brothers of Jeésus. (that 1s, ‘his, dlsolplesbr the Churoh)

w1ll reoelve bles31ng,. Those who gave the cause of dJesus a helplng

hand w1ll be the. aooepted ones at the Last Judgment. |
ThlS appears to be an extremely dlffereht v1ew from the generelly

accepted orne Whl@h sess the.-last: gudgment as favomflng thoee Who,

unknown to themselves,'servedfbhe king because they servedﬁthe needyw'?M

In this 1nterpretatlon_the ‘absent King 1is 1dent1f1ed with needy '

people Whoever tney are,'especlelly the leest. "However even in the

restricted. 1nterpretatlon the faot that all the nations of the ehrth

~are to be at the Judgment means thet the puzzlement of the people in

- not recognizing the king Would be equrlly true of hls brothere.;.The

point that they didn't know they were serv1ng the hlng would still be
true. The absent King is still hidden in the "least". And what glse

can "Helping the king's cause along" mean but seeking to save that

which is lost? »
(1) page 14 BF. I bid
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“We have alreesdy briefly considered the ﬂ'sohﬂ:olo;gy in the primitive :\\
Kerygma which Paul received. Trere now_fqllows a consideration of-what
the Apostle calls "My Gospel®. | | o

The Pauline writings contain & more explicit esohatology'thin the
traditions so far -examined. Hdwever I believe that this cén be accounted
for more by the fact that the apostle as well as the whole ohurch had by
this time worked out more of the 1mpllcﬂt10ns of the faith dellvered to

them, than by the fact tﬂ?t somethlng had to be done to eXpluln the delay

in the expected oonsum.a.tlon° A 1ot of thlngs are more eXp11o1t in Pauls

Nor am T sure that $he label Ghrlst Mysticism (a phrase tﬂat Dy, Dodd
himself appears to be a 1ittle hesitant about) (1) adequately describes

-Paul's enriched esohatologyo

The "Pauline Gospel" 1is thoroughly eschatological. This remains
%rué‘eﬁen'if we toke the view that his decision on ethics, ohUrChfand
domestic polity and stial"relationships'arise,as‘muoh from his view of
the seriousness of the times-and the crisis of the age as from his
expectation of the'end on an early date. In 1 Thessalonians 1:9- 10 his

summary of the Christien Faith includes "Walnlng for God's son coming

- from heaven In the same letter (5 1-10 he re-igsues the traditional -

call for watohfulness. \Thevklngdom'w111 come unheralded, as a-thief
in the night. #lways present 1is. the tradltlonql expeotutlon of the end

when "Every knee shall bow" and all creation aoknowledge openly the
lordship of Cnrist (Phil. 2:10- -117. . . .
Dodd and others are perfeotly rlght in p01nt1ng out that Christian

eschatology 1is reallzed eschatology - Paul espe01a11y proolalms that God's

(1) page 151 Dodd C. %, Tne Apostollo Preaching and Tts Developments,

dder and toughtOn, London, 1936.
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?(;’aotiQn‘in Christ haes been decisive. Col 1:;11-20 mekes this claim meny
times;: God has provided an 1nher1tance for the saints to share in. He
%has dellvered them from darkness into the kingdom of his Dbeloved son.
"The‘son is the first bofn_of all creation; frbm the_beginﬁingvhe was Lord
fle is the first born from the dead (c.f. 1Cor 15:20). In him all thé
’fullﬁéss'of'de wes pléeéed to dwell. In Col 1:26f he speaks of the -
'mystery hldden.for qges and generations that hes now beén- made munlfest

%o his SalntSo Ro 3 21—26 claims that the righteousness:of God has been

' manifested epart from the lew althoygh the laW and the prophets bear
witness to it.  The Judgmsnt of sgin in the flesh has alreddy t&ken place
in Christ. (Ro 8:3) With the event Jesus'Ghrisf there is & new creation,
which includes the creation of the true'ISraél of God (11Cor 5:17-21,

Gal 6: 16-16) The theme of the indwelling Christ (Gal 2:20) pervades the
writings.- A p“rallel theme is the doctrine of the presenoe of the spirit

~in the Chur oh. (Phil 2:1, 1 Cor 12:13, 11 Cor 3:17)

However reoognltlon of the "Realized" eschatolqu 1n the Pauline

wrltlngs must not bllnd us to the fact that a "Not Yet™ quallty is

':Qequallylper31stento In Col 3: 1 4 the ethloel constralnt proolalmed

is the oomlng Christ as well as fthe exalted Clrist. In 11Cor 1:22 the
»glft of the splrlt is oqlled a. guarantee, mea ning of” oourse of the
fulfillment toipome. l Cor 4:1-5 echoes the parable of ‘the wheat and
jhe'tarééjin?i£$isting_that judgment must be leftftotGod Qna not
pronouﬁcéd'bpfdreAthé;ﬁime,.Z -

| r1he Pqullne understandlng of 1life- in thist is distorted if it is
,ndt seen as ha v1ng & pronounoed-dlmen51on ‘of expectation.. Romens 5:2-11
, spe ke s of the gr?oe 1n whloh we stgnd belng evidence that-God will
finish hls Work° lhls is our ba81s of hope thﬁt we will share the Glory

of God. Romans 8 is perhwps the most moving exp031tlon of the Faith/

of 1life in Ghrlst. " Like- the Whole creatlon, the

@ q €f

Hope dimension
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reconciled sinner, who has the first fruits of the Spirit, groans, ‘\\“

Waiting for the full realization oflhis sonship,-the time when all things;
and’ all men, and all of himself will be clearly under Ohrist's lerdship.
In 11 Cor 4:7-18 Paul speaks of our \t reasure being in earthen vessels

S0 tpaf'the Glory Wi}l be of God. .In Phil 3:1-21 Paul speaks of the

I ——A———

righteousness . that is God's gift which has apprenended_him.but whieh he

“is unable to Pl&lm to have apprehended but must say rather that he is

apprehending. The same "already but not yet™ theme is eohoed agailn in
the closing verses of his hymn to love (1C0r 13) .= 12~ 1H
_ It is not enough to say here that the problem is simply that of
| the relationship between Justlflo tion and Sﬂnetifieqtion. The point is
~that P-ul and the whole prlmltlve bhureh sees this problem and deal with

it as an eschatalogical matter. In Ghristlwn thought, the tension

‘between what a man 1is, and what he is ealled to be, is oompkétely

3;j\¥/ inseprable from the doctrine of the end.. Thnis is what is included in
f the Christian méaning of the term esohatology

Ephesians
Even if if is to be considered that_Ephesians-is not by Paul himselfl

it eannot be denied that the thoudht here ig from the same slohoel° The
eschz tolegy is certainly similar. There is_oonsﬁaﬁt_emphasie on its
realized quality. The work of Christ was destined fromethe beginning
(1:5) In his blood God presented us with our forgiveness (1:7) =nd

made clear the mystery of his will (1:9) to unite all things, in the
fullnesdof time under his sway (1:10). All things are now under the

feet of Chrlst (l 22-23) The gospel creates the Ghurch so0 thet the

menifold WlSdOm.Ol God mgy be made known to the pr1n01pa11t1es and
powers \5:10). In the Prayer 3:14-20 we have the eloquent description
6f the 1life which Chiist indwells.
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But a1l of this has its dimension of expectation. In Ghapter 4 the

airthor sets forth the idea that the worth of llfe is. constituted by its

‘en d,.,by”wh&t it is called to be, and in 5 27 he sees the church as being

constituted by its end, bynwhat.lt-ls oalled ﬁo,be.by him who is able to
present uﬁ%o himsalf_a church without'spof3or wrinkle or any such thing.
| 'v \ ‘Hebrews o
Tup quthor of Hebrews appeafs to.emph&s1ze the Not Yet QUullty

more than the reallzedfzuallty'af tradltlonal esohatology1 However

the p031tlon is essentlally ﬁhe ‘same as in .the rest of the tradrtlon.

' Although WA T s almost always appears in the futuristic sense, (1)

“:de0151ve events have alrecdy taken pkice.;-

"So Crhrist hav1ng been  offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appecr a second time, not to deal with sin, *hut to save those who
are eagerly waiting for him" (9:12)

"In these last days he has spoken to us by a son whom he appointed
helr unto =11 things, through whom.he also created the world"(l 2)

In verse 2: 8 we ere told thet although we do not see-all thlngs in

'VSubJeotlon to hlm, he has ulrecdy pIOVlded mem's salvation through his

*sufferlng. In 6: 4ff We eTe told thﬂt those who partake of the Holy

'”fSplrlt have tusted the powers of the age to come. In 12: 22 - 24 the

fglthful are told that they have come to tbe city of the 11V1ng God and

: to the assembly .of. the Ilrst bom° ud 1n 12725ff the_authpr,;n81sts

thet he who is about toyshake the earth is already speeking.
Three themes are treated in bsohutologlogl fgshlon..

' l. Chupter 4 cone erns the ﬂegvenlv Rust Whloh beoause«lt 1s God 's

is both present and future. Men enter 1n,‘andﬁmg§tHstr1ve to enter in.

It is impossibie to degide'whethérvih verse 3, the tense of
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Probably it is both.

A Ed Y wdrd Mawersv 1s present or futuristic present. :

2. In 1%:14 the theme of the city which is to eome the other pole to

the heavenly Jerusalem which the faithful enter now as in Chapter 12,
forth the tradit ional paradoX. The picture here is rightly that of'a
pilgrim. But for Christians the unseen truth which God will one day

enact is no longer entirely unseen,

sets

3. Tre theme of the Heavenly Temple with its peffeot high priest again

1llustrcte8'the distinctive Christizn esohutology° Jesus, after his

dewth on ezrth enters at once into the heavenly temple.. 'He will return

in due course. Nbanwhlle hls self offerlng ig decisive and requilres

A decision now. Redemptlon h%dalready been Wrought but- awaits manifest

- fulfillment.

1 Peter

1 Peter is also an eschatologloal document Thoughvthe lemb without

blemish or spot was destined before the foundation of the World, he has

‘been made manifest at the end of the times.. (1:19- 20) The end has already

begun. The falthful are @ chosen race,. called of God made a people who

were no people (2:9-10).. Jesus Christ, who has gome into heaven is alread

Lord_over angels, authorities and powers. Through the resurrection of

Jesus Christ, man has been borm to a living hope, to an imperis hable

‘undefiled inheritence. (1: 3-5). Nonetheless the Grace of Christ is

referred to as "being brought to you™ (1:13). There is a distinofien
between the grace already known and the glory that shall be revealed
(1:4,5,10,18,  4:13) o

The writer is not involved .in amy problem over the»de]ay‘in the

consumation, or -over the calculation of its date. The point of the
eplstle is that we must live as dlweys on the threshold of great Joy.
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It is often stated t hat the Johanine writings spiritualize or
philosophize the primitive Chris tian eschatology. Certzinly this
tradition eppears to come. closest to emphasizing the realized qality

of the eschatology at- the expense of the not yvet quality. Ohrist is

glorified ;ﬁ;hi55p&SSiOnw Eternal life is to. know Goa. The coming again

of- Christ seems to be fulfilled in the gift .of the Spirit. The time -of
judgment,is.nom, with the coming of light to men who prefer darkness.

~However the already and not yet tension is far from absent. In the

discourse ebout the. .vine and its branches in Chepter 15 the condition
for abiding: in the vine is set forth as the requirement of the:branches
to bear fruit, and fhe condition for bearing fruilt is that the braneh
ebide in the vine. The believer must still become what he already is,
and he is already what he shall beoome.
The paradox is set forth agaln 1n.the eplstlesc-
"o One born of God eommlts sin, for God' nature abldes in him
~and . he < cannot sin because he is born of God" (1 Joh 3:6).
wnd -
e.?If;we-sayﬁWeﬁheve'no sin we deceive ourselves -and the truth is-
not in us. If we confess our sins he is faithful and just and
wills for81Ve our sims:.and cleanse us from all unrlghteausness.
A(lJoh 1: 8 9) ‘
There is no room for complacency, ‘no one, has qrrlved and no one need
| feel dlseouraged ubout whether he ha ‘rrlved.
"See et 1ove the Father has glven us, that we shou%d_be oa}led
- children.:of God, ané so we are.....Beloved, we are-God's children
now. It does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that

when he zappears we shall be like him, for we shall see him as
he is" (1 JnoiS:le}‘ .

A e e oo
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There is neither time nor space for &n adequate.treatment of the N
onerhristian Writing that is thoroughgeing apocalypic. It is noi that
there is ncﬁhing fruitful.to be gained here by unravelling the layers
ef'seven woes with each seventh woe heving ‘seven woes more, but that

the exeget10ﬂl problems are so vast and so controversial that no new

lléht oould be certainly gained by a quick treatmentov.The one matter

that requires mentioning is the overallvthene.: Thet what was begun |

in suffering will be,finished.in glory. The one exalted, the one who

will be Lord of the”kingdoms of this world is the lamb slain from the
T

beginning of the world.

Interpretation

The Doctrine of the Bnd

Enough evidence has been presented.to show thaf>Esohatolggy is
not peripneral but‘eenffal to the Christizn Faith. While‘NeWwTestenent
esohatology is unlike contemporary apocalyptic in its lack of interest
1n detai led deserlptlons of the heavenly kingdom, in 1ts re jection of
-a purely national theme and its discouragement . of'the prqotloe of date
fixing, 1t does take the apocelyptic doctrine of "the end seriously.
Histerykﬁs an end; It,is s end outside historyg Christian ‘eschatology
'tnus emnhasizes the 1% is God who gives meaning to history and declares
that-God‘is sovereign in it. Apart'from.en expected end all would be
FUtility. : | B |

But the Epnd impinges on the present . This is not en-other—worldly
preoccupation but a this-worldly preoecupationn Esohatology'oonneots
Creation with Salvation History. This view of the Bnd is anti-nihilistic
on the one hand, and on the other prohibits either religig; imperialism
or‘a trust in religious evolution. # tendency to religious impe rialism

quickly becomes a demonic hubris, something very much like original sin.



and religious evolution is a pipe dream.

The . Christian doctrine -of the End is not utopian, for it recognizes

‘7the»depth pf the human predicament and assumes fhaﬁ'gdod’énd evil dncrense

~nd wane together. Nbr'isiit,quiet;sm, The End impinges on the present.

Men are. eslled to be what they are not. The Church is ‘constituted by its

“Bnd., It is the hope sgalnot hope, when all ev1d noce for hoge is gona,

which cmm- sustuln re“llstlc, responsible nﬂd deolslve action in the world.
Any lesser hope than hope in God. is 1ncdequrte or deqtruotlve or bcth.

Reslized Bschatology

However 28 we haveé seen Churisticn eschatology is not only hope.

'=It.hés g realized quélify to . it... In Christ God actad decisively. There

is such A thing °SA561v0tidn'History All before was fulfilled in Him

and il thht hﬁppens after him has been - dgolded in him. The reign of

God began in Jesus, The New. Age huS dhwned, In Chrlst the powep/of the

age to come has been given to men. Man' s forgiveness, justification and

“reoonéiliation'hﬂﬁé Eeén'acoompliShedo The evil pavers of the earth were
-~ overcoms . Christ is Lord. He reigns at the right hand of God. The

VCTuoifie& One, the Lamb slain from.the beginning of the world, suffering

love which saves others and camot save himself is éven now lord of all.
61nners are oalled God s children. The kingdom of God is open to all

who repeﬁt 8nd-belieVé'the gospel. It is right to <speak Qﬁ an

'usok>tologlo‘l now.

This eschatolog;oal now is not be be interpreted as‘immanéntism.
The saVing work of God, the coming of the kingdom is seen as an

esche talogical act,'a thing: done with objeotive and corporate

o)

T consequences and not as an abstract ree lity in hezven, nor & gubjective

© religious expérienoe; The tension in the New Testament is.between the



present end the future; and not between the Ideal and the actuzl. Thg\.
: ™~

Kingdom is not somethxng that enters a man, but a state of affeirs he is

called into. It is en existing reigr he participates in, not a 51tuﬂtlon

.he'brings about, or "builds".
‘ Further, Ehe New Testement never minimizes the futuristic side,pf

1ts esoh“tology. The Eschatological Now mee ns precisely = now_that is

1nextrloably bound up with the futuré° ”

nlrebav and Not Yet

:,Ghristian sohAtology sets men in & tension between th@ present an
fﬁturef‘ The sovereignty of Suffering Love is not monifest either 1in
hiétory or the Church or in the individual believer. Trere is a per-
Siétenf ihsisteﬁoe in the New Testament on o Not Yet as well as an>'
already quﬁllty to its esohctologj Throughout the precchlng, the ger—
_Hables and the eplstles the theme of the retum of Ghrlst ig oontlnually
sounded, GO@ will finish what he has bsgun. nlthough Christ is called
the 11v1ng Lord of “11 he hes yet to make na nifest his lordship soO thﬂt
., it w1ll be cleur to all. Phe New Testament views the exalted Ghrist as
1. Precent Lord (Whose reign is hidden as well &s dimlj menifest)
Zo‘nbsent Klng, ibout to return, and 3. Comlng Judge-

1. The Reigﬁihg Christ is seen as present though also‘ﬁidden.
nTho SOVOfeignty of Love is true although not universally reobgnized.
. Wzt Luther cells the 311en work of ‘love’ is meﬁnﬁ ﬂere.. Every attempt

| to put the world together on the basis of anytblng but love hqs 1ts

“inav1t8ble consequencesa But this =2lso meansg that the Ghuroh must
COHtlﬂUWlly expeot to meet the clesr munlfostﬁtlon of her Lord 8 relgn
outside the camp, in the world over which he 1s sovbrelgn. The'ohuroh

me t expect to meet her lord's judgment and grace 1n.the Worlﬁ.
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2. & reourrlng New Testexent theme is the absent King who is about

\— to return and requlres not only- WauOﬂﬂllneSS from his followers but

also faithful stewardship of the tasks ﬁé”hqg glven them. 1he absent
'King is present in the task. How else can soverelgn love reign but by
leaving fhe called to their own responsiblity? Wszat other kind of
’@bedienoé can the sovereignty of Love-coﬁmand than an "in spite of" kind
of* obediance, one without other bompgnsaffoﬁé and'rewafds? The @ sent
King is elso present in the lecst.of Yhe B-refhren.. Whet more fitting
place for the crucified one to manifest hiézGlory first, bﬁtxin the need
“of th’e least brother. Life in Christ is i’ife lived in constent expectancy
of the reveullng of the present Lord's hidden glory°

3. The . heme of Christ as the coming Juage is nlso centra Lo History»
1nst1tutlons "nd people will be judged by the future and finally by the
'.End. No man can sa y of hlmself that he is undividedly in the situation

of" falth, No man con S?y wast the Judgmant shall be. Judgment goes on
all rlght but 1t is by no means clenr Whnt this shall be. This theme is
2 reclistic view of the depth of mn's sin as well as an affirmation of
God’s sovereiéﬁtvnfflt preoludés complﬂcenéy'és well as the hubris of
1dent1?y1ng ones own Judgment Wlth %he gudgment of Gud. f

The only_attentlon paid to signs - in the New Test<ment is to signs
the ¥ the Gomlng Mguln of Christ and the mhnifest?tioms of his hidden
reign:;s 1mpend1ng. These are put forward os signs that every present
mDneﬂf;is'é'hbment of expectancy.

Dr. Otto Piper, vhile leoturihg nt’the’l960 Union Gollege Sﬁmmér
Sgssion kept saying that there wis no reasén:for equating the Ncw
Testament expe ctation of ChriSﬁ;s‘return With the préotation of the

consumation.




Pqul Minear, in The Ghrietian.Hope and the Second Comiggg has ant
interesting treatment of New Testament use bf phe tefﬁ 779§~}?ﬁ»fﬁ . It
remarkably flexible. It is used of any pyrson Wholmoves from one place
o anothef; It refers to recent arrivels ag well as pending ar;ivals
'flCor 16: 17 11Cor-7: 6=7, Phil 1126?. Occasionally its primary meaning
is presence futher than coming, for the implied opp081te memnlng 1s
-abeence (11Cor 10:10, Phil 2:12). In using the term.abeut Christ the
ﬁord can mean his hidden presence as well as his expected arrival
| »(lThes 2:19, 3:13, 5:23, liPet 1:16). =snd even his absence does not
mean his inactivity or his unreality but that it is possible for men
to deceive themselves about his power and their faithfulness. (1Cor 15:
23, 1Thes 4:15, 11Thes 21 1-8, James 5: 7-8, 1910 2:28) .

It is Just a revea llng of tkls sort of thing that the Ghrlsthn is

eXp;oting momentarily. Indeed 1t keeps happening, but not qite happen—

“ing, he must expect & further revelstion and a further judgment. . The

‘Christian's present remins in tension with his future.

Expecta tibn with = aifference

F1n°lly we. mus 't return to the p01nt that whilse Christian eschatolog
eoeSSerly preserves an element of expectoncy &t the heart of it, it
1s expeot tion with a difference. He has tasted the power of. the age

to come. He has the first fruits of the opirit, the earnest, the frag-

ment of'that same stuff as the fu 1fi1lment to come. The ground of his

~hope in the Lulf;llment is whet God has Alren .dy done. in, Christ. _He
knows Whom he will meet the Gru31f1edione, the Twwsb slaln.from.the be-
glnplng of the WorWd Sufferlng Love that suves others but cannot save
ﬂlthough he does not know what thlc Wlll “be 11Ke in the actue:
"and thabt he will recogni

himself.

situetion ne knows it will be more of the same

hlS T.ord. .
A K o o o e e o e T

(1)prge 111 Minesr, Paul S. Christian Hope 2and the Se@)nd Coming,

Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1954.
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This Word that has come to hlm in, Chrlst this Justlflo“tlon that is

N God's act ap”rt from,ﬁhe e w,‘thls Tudl@ lly new offering of o menns of

- esta bllshlng his ex1stence oonfronts hlm.uontlnu 111y @s demand for radiecl

declslon that he forego every alternute method of justification. This
forglveness of hls sins. £nd this pﬁrti01patlon in the Kingdom of God can
be his, only as event Lnd nbver as possess10n " Tife in Christ is there-
Iore always-1life in- expeotgtlan of both Judgmynt and gracé, br rathefl
gruolous gudgment, for ‘he Wlll lwcys be surprlsed by his,Lord's'presence
wherc he tbought he we s not ‘3na Wlll contlnuully be dlsooverlng that

'Whﬂt he tOQK to*be é'mﬁtter of his Lord s “bsbnob was aotuqlly a muttgr

of ‘his own betrrycl of one ‘who was there & 1 the time. His oonfldenoe

will not be in himself but in the’ flot thwt ne'ls ohq;on. His_confidenee
will be in the eXpectﬂulon tha t he, Who M1lle they were yet enemies gave

hlmself for him, will finish the Work he hAas begun° Life in the new age

is indeed life in the esoh“t loglo l NOW o~
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