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This study wae begun ss an sttempi to discover where the New Testement

THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCTRINE OF THE MISSIOR OF THE CHURCH

doctrine of the Church has e bearing on the mission of z!w Church. Doss the

New Testement itoslf say ® The Church IS s misslon to the World® 7 xs@rmwa
famous phrese “The Ohurch existe by miesion ss u firs exists by &wmﬁm;:w;
ides wctuslly set forth in the New Testement? It came upon no simdle snaver. '
Too many significant problems turned up in ersas where exegesis was the ymmsm;
not the solution, Perhaps the most eignificant impest upon the author in meking
the study, wee upon his doctrime of eeripture. It dees mot setile en
esclesiologicsl guaati## to know hoa) half a dogsn primitive Christisns thought
about it. These opinions are very significemt, but mot in their own right. As
ﬁ*ﬁ;&m#ws #ﬁfi -a:;.gas to & Reslity which is the Word of God, namely Christ Jesus,
tﬁmy are '.a #&na of grace. But finglly it fe the Living ’&‘axvé in Chriet which ia
the true seurce of e Boctrine of Church or Mission. This meens that a medern
view of the reletion between the Church end %iza World might reflect the mind of
Christ snd be close to the essential meaning of the New Testement, although

v in the devument. | |

§ts preeige exposition cannct be found

The thesis of this paper is that though it way have aﬂiﬁeﬂ our ers o

have spelled out Bk its present fellmess the doctrine of the Church and the |
World, the antecedsnis f@z{ ii; sre in the ssnonical witings.

s the study is fert of s seminar course which hes slready had & paper on
the Church, the writer hes fslt free %o meglect scelesiologloal questions which do nel
bear &ira&&ix on the Church's relation io the world,

Direct References o the Mission.
The Olessic New Testemendt Supmons to World Hission is at ithe ¢lose of

Matthew's Gospel.
* 411 suthority on heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore
and make disciples of sll nations, bepiizing them in the nems of the Father
and of the Son snd of the Holy Spirit, tesching them to cheerve asll that
1 have commsnded you, snd Lo I am with you alwsys® (Mstt 24z 1%)
fuke's Gospel cloges with:-
* Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise
from the desd; snd thet repestence snd forgivenesa of sine should be presched
in his name tﬁ all nations, beginning freom Jerusalem, . . . . but stay in the
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¢ity until you are clothed with power frem on High (Lk 24: 46-49),
The text hers pointa forward 4o Aete 1t 8-11 where it is made sven more clear that

the gift of the Spirit hes the phrpese »f weking the chosen spostles witnesses in
Jerusslem, Judes, Semaris and to the ende of the earth.

In the New Testament linking of the terms Apethde and Witness we have )
some implications for the mission of the Church. 4 study of the Hew %«atﬁmg&
use of the word pé@v“\ns and itf-derivitives reveals that this document alse
mekes the sonneciion belween Witness end Martyr. “

/s :
\oTus_end Derivitives

The rost mesning of the word is to remember. In Acts, the most comson use
of the term is to dehignate those who were eyewiinssses e Christ's death and
wammétﬁ;m and all that he iwi done {@w 2132, 51 15, 10s 29, 41, 13i31).
Their m%;é wis %{;%fﬁg,\)tagmmy %o the fact of the events. The spostle who was

to replace Judes had to be one who had perteken eof Christ's ministry frem the
#J

ing (Asks 23223, The uee in J0orinthiane 15:15 canuoi be said to be
differemt. There ie no way of mki,ag any of these gms‘:&gsa' sey withoui eny
~shadow of doubt that every believer is am cvengelist. While Now Tostament exegesis
1§wzr will net be sble to settle whether this role of wiiness was confined ie
spostlies in %he prisitive shureh, 1t s:mzaﬁ% be doubted thet New Testamont thought
took the metter of witpessing to Christ very ssriously. It &cts 8:25 snd other
places it appesrs that in New Pectament times this wes almost o mﬁhuiéxl term
referring to presching the Gospsl.

Gartainly, within the primitive church the idem seme to mean mere than
sye~witneseing the sveni of Bhriet'e life desth rseurreciion, end tsmw
ihoiude “kenatifying to the truth of the gospel. The e:my‘ia;_x of ideas Mﬁ' to
indicste the met of sitesting to the fact that the Uhriet was Jesus ( Aets 18:5)
The gmiweymﬁmﬁan were not the only ones doding this. Jesus is seen ss the
faithful witnees (Rev 115, 5114 )} with s testimonuy greaster then Jobi's (Inmo 5136},
The Father witnesses to the Son(JIne 8:15fF) , so does the Holy Spirit {Jne I5: 25-27)
The 8pirii confirms the testimony to Christ. (I0er 116). Certeinly omg essentiel

Thsoegy .
activity in the chureh conducted by God, Christ the Holy Spirid m&ﬁ&iﬂmx
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spetinliste or everyone was this witlnessing sctifity: the act thet gscasioned
saving feith on ibe part of the hesrer. However it would be difficult te prove
by Hew Testement guotetions thet every believer is sn evengelist

The ¢lsssic pesssge in 1I0or 5:15 regerding the ministry of reconciliietion
does not neeessarily mesn thet all belisvers sre swbassadors end ineight from more
than $solated pessages must be brought 1o besr before e full apprecietion of
this witneesing sotivity ie 4¢ be pained, '

In this compection @ siudy of the relstion in New Testament wsage

between Witnessing end Mertyddom ia enlightening. Beacuse of New Testement and wiwly

chureh influenve the Graek word has come over iumtoe %@gﬁéﬁ% with the woaning
of Mariyr. D4 the concept of witnessing come fiaslly %o mean e .mt;?x}s witnesat
¥e note first that the general believer wes smooorded s witnessing rele whenever
he was befors the judges of the land or the courts of the synsgogue, (Mat 10s18£f
Mk 139FF Lk 12412, 21:13€F) Here the persesuted belisver is promiszed that he will |
be given what to say, either by Olrist or hy the Holy Spiris.

- I% cen be wrgued lhat the meaning Mariyr ceme to be the dominent ome in the

chureh. This would have elgnificsnee for the wnderstending of the New Testament
doctrine of mission, if witmess should fade fnte meriyr. It would mean thet
the significeni set 1n wiltuessing wes the ast of sitting tight when under
persesution, The beginning of thiec movement from ¥witnmess to martyr" osn be
sesn in Rev 12:12 where @ special rewsrd is mentioned for those who "Witness unto
death® . Bus mn aotivity originslly direeted st ihe ﬁwié pow beocime an inner
direcied sotivity yﬂizﬁsexi at the perfeeting of the salnbe? There is no doubt that
this sort of turning from an inclusive and oubward toc en exclusive and iMé
soneern has taken place in Olristian thought sgeln snd again. It is egually evident
that 8 nerrow pessege or word study of the Wew Testament is mo remedy for thie. It
is az the 3@3@ é@nﬁaﬁag and finelly es Christ himsel? illumines the iadividusl
panseges or word é%uﬁy that the true New Testament Word can be heard,

$he larger concept that is empecially pertinent st this point s ithe
sechatological soncept of Olwist asz Lerd of the Cosmos. The New Testemenl preclsims



thet Olrist is ¥ictor and Lord over ihe primcipalities end powers of thid woerld.
1% is for this resson that any withess to Christ precipilates the eppasitien

of the powers of this world ae Rev 12417 suggests. It is the witnessing that
precipitetes the persscution ﬁweﬁmﬁﬁ, snd even in Meriyrdom the slement of
witnesn is doterminitiRe. Now dees Rev 12112 suggeet that there is any fundeasmentel
difference between those who "Leved wot their lives,.sven umio desth® end those
who have *Died with Christ®in the sct of stcepiing salvation in him.

However 1% ls the basic sotericlogical position in the Hew Testement that
determines the witneesing role of either the speoialists in the chureh or the church
itself, The most significent contridulion to the Hew Testament meaning of
withoss is the fact thet Christ is ssen a8 the firet witness:- To be im him is te
be & witness sich ae ho was. AL the conclusien of ihis paper mors will be sald
in thie regerd. ” _

During the next discussion which is concernsd with the ecclesiological
image of the Bedy of Obrisk, it shall be seen that sven if the Hew Testament
relogates the witnessing rolke %& spevialists, they beve this role mn m
ef the Body. The Witness sannet be sesn ae something separated from the Church.
of mm& |

ZThe Body

Modern proponents of the ides thei the Chureh IS Miseion have lesned

hesvily on the Wew Testament imsge of ihe church as the Body of Christ. ‘%&xﬁy have

taken this imege to wesn that the church is Uhrist's instrument in thﬁ%ww 14,

continuing hiz seving work. Due to the work of men like Hrnest Mﬁ%‘x is is now

no longer pussible to make this sssumpilon regsrding the imsge of the Body ef

Christ. Best has made very cleer thet the New Testement vee of the img@ ‘wae

ROT to meke the point that the Church wae Christ's hands and feet in the world.
The use of U ud in the New Testement hes certainly msde & tremendous

contribution to Christisn Thought. There ere mauy implicetions here for beth

soteriology and ccclesiclogy. However the use of the Body of Ohriet lmsge in

the How Jostameni canwot be pointed to as e thundering proclemstion of the Church's

rolationship %o the world.

et ek taes  Aedn 2ol o ol o QPCiK Lowdm 195545



Dr. Best certainly mekes hia case for the fact that the Body of Quriet
image hes to do with the immer strueture of the church - her relationship to her
Lord and the imterrelatednsss of her membars. The image serves ss o vehicle to
kesp bofare the early Christisns the noture of the church’s fnity with bher Lord
and the fact that she could vet bs identified with her Lord. It elss illumines the
nature of ﬁh@ reletionship belisvers heve with sech ether.

It is irye thet New ‘i‘wﬁm&t e#&iﬂsialagy does k&w an invward side. It
expscte s mew relstionship to exist between kgiiwrara. One can expect a different
reception ( Ro 9:1, 16:2 ). One cen expect to be lictened to ( IThee 4:1 ). One <a,
expect & gquality of life from members. Ome can expect & mutuelity despite
differences of gifts end viewpointe. The Body Image mekes very clear that the
New Testsmont writers held unique szpectetions regarding members. It is mot at all
elear however whether BemsTostament writers saw members as having a different
r#agéﬁﬁh&iitz‘%wwéﬁ fellow members than they had towards others.

The use of the Body imsge does clearly esteblish life in Ohrist as
eﬁggarva% life. But it does not follow that beceuse isoleted study of this imsge
pointe up iis inwerd look, that the New Testament doctrime of the shurch has an
exclusively inward comsern. Glosely releted to thie image im early Ghristisn thought
is the wetephor "edifieation® (house building) . The role thet every membor has
in the use of his gifts is the sdification of the whole body. The pssage in the
osrly epistles that most fully exploits the ’,&aﬁ_y image (I Qor 12£7 ), wi%wn peen in its
context, i itself o plea on bebslf of edification. The wery problem that is being G
feced here is thet some of the Corinthisns are exslt-ing those gifte (liks Tongues)
which preise God but de nol edify either members or outeiders. The whole point
of the discourae is that love is the highest gift. The whole drift of the argumsnt
is sgeinst an wnderstending of 1ifedn-the 8pirit as o Unlon with the divime which
forgets humen relations end which ie spiritusliged into exoteric sdorsiion of the
divine,

Here egain of course there is no epscific mention of ‘cim faet thet love is %o

be direeted equally towards the world ae towsrds others in Chried, or that



edifisetion refers to anything more then the qualitetive building up of the
memborship. We shall have to look slsewhers for this then in specific verbsl
references. First we will lock st the more complex use of the Body imsge in
CGolossians and Ephesians. Later we will comsider two other slusters of suelesio-
logicel images - The People of God mnd the New Creation. It is met wntil we

gether all these together, snd sse the interelatedness of them as the New Teutsment
treats them, that we will fesl the full impact of the New Testament doctrime of
the Ghureh and her missioa.

Paul's use of the word o‘a)/pm eyarywhere confirms thet ithe New Testament

takes the world seriously. Not so mlch by defining the werd, but by scquiring its
meaning from the suther's use of the word in iﬁ'ﬁ context, do we get the full

fores of his thought. The Body iz the whole man, as this shole men is meant for

God. Indeed the meening of the Good News is thet "The Lerd is for the body® (1 Gor 6183
Ifs Poul's eriticiom of the act of Joining thebody %o u prostitute, end of the

migsuse of the Lord's Supper at Corinth, his position ie mede strikingly clear.

The unien of the believer with Christ has to do with his body.

This some use of 01,[;/,10\ alse points up the diestinction Betwsen 1ife in Chlrist
and life im the vorld, While the 'Lord is for the body', believers are mot to be
subject to the wromg sovereigaty in the world (alss luke 4:5). Life IN the flesh
cannot be escaped, but life FOR the flesh ies to be rejected. The alamxf_ to the
elemental spirits of this world { Gel 4:5-5 ) muet be bhroven, There is s resl
warefare therefore between the Body of Flesh and the Body of Chriest. This §s a
canstant Row Testement theme.

Hovever the relationshif between Chriet snd the world is not seen quite
so simply as Christ againet the world. This peenlisrly Ohristisn understending
is set forth wost clearly in the epistle to the Uolossiams. The roference was wade tof
ansver & specific problem in a congragetion but the implications sre clear for
systematic theology. In the early eppbdles the problems wore disunity snd &
horetical spirituslity without ethicsl implications. In this spistle the problem



i » congregstion which thinks it hge to sppomse the elementel powers and sngels
with attention to festivels and a host of geremoniel prohibitions. In spealing
to this Faul sets Ferth one of the clearest proclemstlions of the lordship of
Ohrist in the Now Teatopent. v B
% He io the image of the imvisible God, the firat-born of sll sreation; for in
bim all things wore ereated, in heevem and on sarth, visible and lmvlisible,
whether thropes or deminlone o principelities or suthorities - sil things wers
eroated through him end for him. He i before all things, and in Bian gll things
kold together. He is the hemd of the body, the church; he ie the boginning,

the first~born from the dead,thal im everylhing he might be preeminent. For in

him all the fullnese of God was plessed to dw#ll, snd through Mm to

regoneile Lo hinsel® all %I:{t‘zxgs » whetber on earth or in hesven, asking pesce

by the bloed of his eross. ;
God in Uhrist, not only worked our fargivenees, but has ales disarmed the principald
Jties end powers { Col 1:18 ),

ghrist is not only head of the church, he is lord of all. ind through him God
is to reconecils all things to himself, whether on earth or in baven. This lor dehip
gver the slemental powers is indeed hidden, tut 1o even now belng made manifest to
his sainte.

Later in this paper we will discuss more fully the implicstions of New
toctament eschebology for the %ﬁﬁ&i#’n of the ehursh, but here lot us obasrve ad
leset the lmplicetions which Few) himeelf draws. Individusle sre urged to do thedr
deily work as eorvinmg the Lerd, and not men { ol 3:2%). Peul Muself hes become
& minleder of thie gospel which has bean g@waﬁ&é o every metlon wider heaven
{ Col 1123 ). Psul hincel? hes hecome & mindsbter of the ohureh to make fully
known this mystery bidden for mges end generetioms { ol 1:26 ). Feml feels
sonstrained Yo warn svery men end temch every man. In chapter & verse 3 Panl
salls for the prayers of ths Coleesians that God mey open to *us® a doer for the
world to declare the mystery of Chriset,

It Le parhaps wot ineviteble that we see anyihing here but s recognition
of the fact thet some specialiste sre cslled to be aissicaariss, One ean still
prgue that we kam no gpeeifis proclamation of tﬁw rélationship of the Churoh to
the world. The problem sennot be solved bybreferencs to the epistle alone. It
awnits an oxeminstion of more New Teatament s¢olsaiologleal images, as well

ap New Testsment eschetolegy snd Christology. Indeed o full understanding of
{1} Col 1115-20




-

M pege &

this letier may swait e certsin fullness of time for the e%mreh. Ae B Steuffer 1
points out in his Few Testemont Theology, the message of Galetimne Mé to wait
for Luther before the chutch could enter into fte full mesuimg end *The
Golossian legacy for the theslagy of kwﬁé&“ry; no one has really entered upon
Cyet®.

Before turning to s toneiderstion of other eccleciulsgissl imeges we muet

deal with » trounblesems wyerec in $hie spistie.

* Now I rejoige in my sufferings for your eske, and in my flesh
. oomplete what remeins of Clristlse ﬁfﬁi@tiam for the szeke of bis
‘body, that is the ohurch, of which I beceee s minkster acsording to
ihe divine nfﬁ% whioh wag gZiven to me for you, to make the werd
of God fully koows,the mystery hidden for ags eﬂé gonerstions but
sow mede menifest 1o his seints., (ol 1 2
The tronblssifesverasiis m%tamhﬁa what remsins of %zhriat'ﬁ afflictions

for the sake of his meiy, }ﬁaﬁ is the chureh®, These snd similar paseages -

« ™ bear on my body the warks of Jesus™ { gal 6: 17); “For as we #Mm

abundently in Ohrist's suffering, ae through Ohrist, we chare sbundently

in comfort teo" (IX Oor 1s+ 5); "Rejoice insofar as you share ia Christ's

sufferings, thet you may alse rejoice and be gled when his glory is revesled®

(1 pet 4 13); present & knotty gx&gﬁﬁéﬁ problem, -iéasss deteet hore support for the

contention that the ¢huwrch is the sxtention of the incarnstion., This |

identification of the church with Christ is heretical to others and it would

sppesr thet there is smple New Testsmeni support for rejecting it. The

relationship of Christ to the church is not one of identity bui rether one

that is analagous bo the relstfonshis betwsen Wh® Word snd words im presching.

The ehurch cen pever assume thet it is not in & state of discbedience.

Throughout the New Testement it ie always being cslled to BE whet 3t IS.
Purthermore if the Inmcarnstion ie contimued it follows ’tka%. m dtonemant

is continued, and this destroye the '‘onge for sll'! meture of the seorifice of

Christ, and threstens the fundemantal Christien doctrine of Selwvation by grace.

This passsge muat be underetood in & way that does met do violence to New Testament

(1] & Steuffer. New Tsotament Theslogy , 50M Press, Lomdon, 1005, page 59




poteriabagy.

Some of the "gmsasgag can be tsken to heve no more than ethiesl meening:-
%Bssr ye one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Chriet® (Sel & 2); end
ths pasespge mfm?mg to Rpephroditus whe “nesrly died for the work of ﬁmgéﬁ,
Fisking hise i&;ﬁ% to somplete your service to me® (Phil 2: 30). Bud motbing is

meraly é’ﬁiﬁ_e&i in the Hew Testmsend. p
It can be cleimed thut meny obher pussages in aimilar veln rafer ﬁw}a

to ths aalmﬁnn wmr&m % You have died to the Yew through the body of

Christ,® i% 7 4);*Per ¥, through the law , have died %o the law ~—= I haw

peen crucified with Chriet.® { Gul 23 19-—:@@}; ® 411 of ws who heve been mxgﬁx&& -

il vos oructfied with him g0 that the sinful My ﬁgm be Mmmé“{ amé;&.

But the New Teotament dovtrine of #nlvalion is nisunderstesd 1if x‘h-iﬂ m 0

moan A m‘%@a& Srensection whereby s person simply pseses ithrough a deor.

Life 1o Christ ie s way rether then 2 door, Ths freamsactich 1s nol slmply e

galostiesl one going on over the iz}iiiﬁ.m*s head. The 'Bupllisa’ the sons of

Zebides are invited to g&rﬁa&a 0% 16 & life-long sffeir, Christlens are “alwsys

:iar#yiz&g in the dady the desth of Jesus, so thel Lhe 1ife of Jesus may also be

menifested in &m« bodien., For whiile we Iide we are wluays belng given wwam

for Jesus m&ss aé that the life of Jesus way be maniforted in our m:&ﬁ fleshh

( T2 Gor 4s 10-11). *I John, your brother, who share with you fn Jesus the

tribulation and the kisgdom end the patient endwrence ~ -* (Rev la9a) alee

mﬁimma that oalvation is = mﬁm ang pertisipating $u Ohrist's Yife, "I sy

san will come after me, lot him deny ﬁima&f, tske up bie sross, end follow we®

(M 81 34) , PHave this mind smomg yourselves whish you huve Lk Ghriet Jesus,

vho, though he was in the form of Ood, did net count equallity with M 8 m*ﬂg

ta be grasped, But ewptied himeelf, tsking the fovw of & servsut, belmg barn in

the likenoss of men,® (Phil 25 5-T) ™ar thishpenybuvhabesheen dnl] elgchuoause

Ohriot a‘imx s:sﬂsreé for you, leaving you en ewmmple, thed you sheuld Tollow &n

his steps.*(I Pet 2 21)
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The dootrine &F the 'Once for all' neture of Christ's stonemsat wes vever
put forward sa w procimmntion thet Christisne would mot buwe %o sufter, It
protects the idea that It is gad slone whe works ouwr ssleation, snd thai it i=
ours by graee, ¥hile ws must be cereful therefure mot to deny the safficiency
of Christ's gacrifios we sust cleo be sereful mot to drain the suffering role
of the ghurch of all siznificence, Beet Iinks this fdes of the suffering of the
ghureh with the i&w’% of the Touffering povple of the Nessish' in enwrrent
specalysiic writings, i Truae % bue m%ﬁlag&asaz mesning. But to sdalt this
i precisely pot to winirdze the role, The New Tagbamont dose nod relégeate ile
suchetolegy to e side isoue, ﬁ@@%ﬁi@@&ﬁ wh he hoart of the New Teatement.
The diseussion m?* the fmpli setioms of New Testsment eschatology for our problem

» iy Tle\tv-‘
will be picked up in the essmy. It is swterislogy that tomserus us here.

Life in Uhrist is moon a=m y&v@i%;&ﬂ%ﬁsﬁg in Ohrdat and this hes no

slgnlfigence 17 it doss not mean perticipating in his suffering love. Re

in Ohrich Ls bhoth an iavitation to this periicipation and onabling Wf for
1% Lifa ‘4n Ohriet is & sin-bearimg Iifes- ®Per it has baen grawbed io you, that
for the a&kﬁ of Christ, you should net miz& belisve in kim, But slso suffer for

¥

his seke, sngaged im the eame comflist which you sew and mow hesr ie be miw
{Fnid &*?;M@) As the suthor of Ephesiems pube 3%, Paul is a¥%Prisomer for Christ
Jesus an behalfl of you gﬁ*&‘tfﬁiig*ﬁ{ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ 3 1) %whet T s suffering for m-mf; in
your glory.® { Zph 31 13)

It sowld still be elmimed thet all thie refera to the inber-acuber
relatlonship within the ehurch, apd that the enly relationship the shareh's
suffering beers to the world, iz thet of endurisg the letter's wmmzm,

As we hsve seen the selutisn te thie yr@%%m Hes not in an exegseis of
specifis passages bt in an embracing of the wesning lmplisd in the whele
complen of New Testanent imegse of the Church. | |

We turn new %o cluctere of imeges - The Feople of God, smd The Hew grestion.

(1) Erneet Best. Op.0it, page 13L



One must read a mwy like the one in Chepter 3 of S‘ﬁeﬁi Kinsar's book “Imsges
of the Church in the New Tostament* & to coms to the full tw%imt&m of how
pervasive in the New Testament is tho sssumption thet the chureh is the Israel of
God. Minesr nsmes eighieen ig, this cluster of lmeges slthough many otbers like
the vine, the olive and fig trees, the tent, and the building sould slso d» olassed
a8 related. The list, iﬁ&!ﬁém only some of m‘ references is %;ugmasim.

1.the People of God: Jobm is the owly New Testament writer whe is reluctant to

make full wes of this concept. Tt eppears egain and ag&in in all wirtings
exsept I & II ®im and FPhil, Mﬂw the?e iz so veusson to expegt ﬁ, and the
three epistles of John. T
2. larsel: Sometimes this §» the Rew xm, smmw m True Isrssl, bup
more aften simply Isrsel. Gal 6t 15-16 Eph 2:12 Hek 8 8—3;5, 13125 Rev 21 &

- Hatt 15t 24 aeh 558 lmk 2:32-34 Mk 12: 29. ,

5. Chosen Reces I Pat 219 ,

4. Holy Nation: I Pet 219 { o.f. Math 21: 42-43)

5. Twelve fribes: I Cor 10: 1-10 Ro 23 15:18-10

6. Patrisrche: Rev 21: 12-14, 7:4-9 Matt 191 28, 22, 30.
29-4ets 71 8 Gl 24 &1-&3.;

7. Oiréumcisions Phil B:1l He 24 !
8. Abruhen's Somas @al %: 29 Ro 41 16.

9. How mm; m 553% dets %22, 7154 Heb 1l: 25—72? I Cor 102 1-12.
10. |

o ﬁf ﬁaﬁ.ﬁ, The émsﬁg of Bavid iﬁ more directly assceisted with
the Mesaish then with the Church.
11, The Rewmment: Ro 9327, 1is S-7.

« The Blect: This is u strong clement and sppears in al.l four ﬁeaﬁe&s, &aﬁt
Paul's letters, the Pastorale, I %ta;r and Revelation.

1%: Holy City: Galetions, Hebrews and Reveletion.

14, Holy temple and Mount Ziom: I Gor 116-19, 3: 16-17 Eph 2:18 I Pet l: 2.5,
1%, Priesthood: Beb chap 5-8 I Pet 2: 5-9 Rev %s 6, 5 10, 20: 6.

16. -@Wﬂﬁ@@% .ﬁ}ﬁh 15 end meny of the lamb references.

17. Arome Phil 4218 I Cor 25 18. |

18. Pestivels, Passover, m16&§% » Feast of iﬁﬁl@%‘*ﬁ&@d hread , end expecially
the Babbath rest { Heb).

in The Hew Testament, Yestminster Presa,

{1} Paul 8 Mineer. Imege: Ohure
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‘The Iist is indeed impwessive but the resl impset is due, mot s much to

the addition of agamifxa references, bul to the evidenve this brings of the fast

that this conespt wae so taken for granted throughout the whole Ohrictisn community

in New Testement times. This fundsmental _ymmyﬁ:ﬁiﬁem linking the church te

Iarael has the following implicetione for owr problem.

Pirst & 21l ik confirms the concept, estadblished in the 'Body' imeges, '
that selvation ie of o corporate maturs. While recogaising individual election
to speciel tesks like the apostolic ministry, this cluster of imsges mekes the
strong enphesis thet 14 s the Poople of God which is ereated to fulfSll his
purpeses. In I Petér 2¢ 59 and Revelstion 1y 4, 51 10, 20: 6 the ebwrch as &
whole 1o secorded & pr#is%@; |

Thie set of imeges serves to link salvation in Uhrist and the &m& te
history and to God's saving aﬂ% in Bistory. It melkes the same point as the
bady imeges, thet Ohristdsn sslvetion tekes mundane life mimly but adds

the dimension of history. The insistence that there are nob two Isrsels but rather

one, in spite of the logieal problems this reises with the eguslly streng
insistence that the church is the New Oreation, polats up that Ged's saving
motivity is mﬁivi-&y in history. It ie the promise t@ Abrabam exnd bis sesd thet
is Palfilled 4n the chursh. For all the hesrt-ssarching £t brings with it the
Bew Testsment does not consider the soclological{ bidlogieal form of the elest
people of God ms being outside salvation histery, but se being sn sssextisl
pert of the sconomy of Ged. We do not heve a Gmostic kind of salvation in the

Few Teatament

Tuis cluster of images also serves %o poimt up the neture of the erigin of the
saved Wwﬁﬁy - that 1t 12 crested by God. Ite theologicel ground rather than
1ts sociologicel or racisl ground is emphasized. The comunity is entirely
dawa&sm upon ﬁm&’s activity for its existence. ﬁr&& conm reise wp children unto
Abrshem st will (Metdt %:9 Lk 3: 8). Mere again we have a wgmx enmphasis with

the body images.
It is true thet thie kipd of thinking collides with the emphasis on
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discontimuity. The imege of the church as Isrsel does not always atay in place.
In Aot 265 17 the church is set over againet both people and gentiles, In
Revelation 15: 7-12 the church ie seen as imcludimg both g@-a@ie'm gentiles,

A solution was found im dietinguishing between Isrsel after the flesh snd Isreel
after the spirits— “We are the trus circwssiaton® (PBil 5: 11), Ciroumcision is
an fmmor mstier - of the heert, mot of the flesk (Ae 3;&‘ 25-29, gm T 5},
*Dying with Ohrist® is the circumeision not wade with hande. & i po. point
in the New Tostament umderstanding of the Peopls #f God is that there is wething
sutomatic ‘-w necessery about wombersblip in 1%, ﬁs@&t can be &&mm shout thelr
kmiagy gm 3¢ 7-10), Pateimony is on the M& of deetidlon tmé Peith, In
mtm 2&5& 29-31 the Pharisees are called the sons of those m mm the
prophets. The New Testsmont varne Christioms sbout thnis Mmfaﬁp in %h#

people of God, they mey met BE members. (I Oor 10: 1-10)

Bew Peotoment writers had to take sericusly ths gmh&m of the mMiwa of
Iergel, This was o constent theme, It sppeary in m&y af the xmgm pmmblas ‘
and the Tmages of the vine the fig tree end the olive tree. But as i8 glwly .
soen in Romens 9 - 11, the resl burden of the How Testement
Israslbscrejestion of Ohrist. The gemtral thems ke mot Goddd vejeetion of

Israln dut Ierale's rejestion of Ged. Tids can surely be &n&é&wsﬁgé in ne Mr -

concern wes with

It 1o true that now and egein thia cluater of imspes serves to peint a@m
church's warefere with the world. The Holy City for instence is set against -
the Oity of Babylon . Howover the domimant element in these ivages m’mﬁ%
mphasise the mission of the ohurch te the world. Wineaz! sletms thet there is
estament writers %o move tovards asaien &.ond sway from

& marked tendency mwong beuts
resent m}.&@m in £ww§’a paat, m:asg% for !Bemn
Testament makes almost mo use of post- wmghis e Lmages. Kationel 1n sges of
the exile and mwe&gf have lighter m&g&t Lhen m of the exodus o

8. The whole Shrus rards Abreham and Godle promies to Abrebem.
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B izss ﬁthii% this eschatological wndorsteading of “fhe church between the times®
‘tsm ws mwt find the New Testament wnderstanding of the church's mission, It is

ayﬂlwl out 11&&&5‘.23 in m&aw 241 14, “ana th@ gospel of the ingém »ill be B
proached througheut the whole world as a testimeny to all 'mtimg am! then the end

: wdii &m* fhe coenle fmplications ape also apslled out t«w* To m; though ﬁiﬁ“%.tka '
| very zm of 83l the sajute, thie grace was given, to preach to ﬁe M&Iu tzw

unsearchable riches of Christ, and to meke sll men see whet is ﬂw
mzﬁm hidden Por ages in Gud who crested all thiage; that ﬁma
- manifold wisdom of m whght be made known to the Wiﬁﬁiﬁlﬁiﬁ and mm #.ﬁ tm
heavenly places®, ( (Sph 53 5410)"Phe o

rovesling of the sons of Gods * { BO 81 19) ,,
srosning of the church, which has the first frults of the Spirit, “ g
mﬁsﬁng the full adoption as sens (Ro O %}gm hardly be confined o vemcern o
for the perfecting of itself, Such exclusivensse camnet be derived from sn

fnelusive study of all the New Testoment imepes of the nha#chg I %a Swpossidle whm we
permit New Testament Christology illumime them all. Put togsther the 'Body* images,
The *Tarael of ﬁm&’* 1ges 4 the *ﬁw Oreation' imeges and then try te Mﬂm% ‘
Afe in Christ ss émn&i&g aything legs then what iz demanded in ﬁmm 1355 mﬁsﬂ
*So Jewus alse suffored oubuide the gate in srder o ssactify the thmm@
m kﬁ.mﬁw Therefore let us go forth to him a&a&ﬁa,m_ #ump, bearing sbuss for him .
r&i&ta& fomge which hus mzmtm for the church's relationship

with the world is thet of Light, T

writings and the designation of the church as the light of the warld, or light te
the Bentiles supesrs in Matthew Bill, Luke 16 B. Phil “8s 6. Aete 125 57 T Pabor S16
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While this gives the church a responsible role on behelf of the world it can still
be interproted as a pasaive one.
This set of "Hew Creation® images slno sees t!m church's role with the world
e« " Put - the whele Armouar of God €%h 6t 10-12) ot alie ,» It 4a
fon, However it is

pessidle to insist thet this is Intedded ms a war of welf preservet

ot of the m Testament doctrine of slvation whi

L re ae defensive, snd her illuimetion ae -

pasaive, There s one verss of scripture, which becwass of its ceutyel placs im the
ory of Rew Teatoament Wﬁ*ﬂiﬁwﬁ ought to gome Lo our sttention here, This
the passage in Metthew 161 18, whers the charge is given to Peter ~ %ind I tell

the totel 1

_ you, you sre Peter, snd en this reck I will buil

& very importerd Implication for the chuvch., The use of the lmage the gates of
bades sakes it clear that #t fs the Ssfesive power of Uad

81l the fmspes together, This in fteelf is not auffic ~either
re not the truths They point fo & Riving mtﬁy
which s the church end help us to recognize it when it is present. Howewer it would
et doctrine of the church wes given its
content by the Smmges ussd, The church reseived its being from God in Christ. the

o1 lement in the dectrine of the church iz Cuddh, The fmges. while
helping to play out the Implicstions of thie fact, receive their disti

be wrong to think that the New Test

tive

It f= not the institution of mﬁg& that $llumines the relationslip of Ghrdet
to his church, but rather this relstionship which illunines the mesning of Christian
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rine of election does not determine what the clmreh

1 48 not derived from the Old
ent meaning by Christ, The Reigs of God is
glven its decisive meaning by the interpretation Christ gave to the messiafship,

bosticism , but & participethen in & specific 150 and
fic death, The persen snd work ef Christ 1 |
hrist wes, what iﬁsms how he Tived sod
how he disd. Everything sbout the church's rele depend

ng Servant, is absolutely declsive. tnly Jeous
yone slse this wes en impossible scandal, R 13 the Lesching

and 1ife of Gurist thst {llunine Chrfstologys M b o 4% 38

ﬁl&M “He i the Lord's Christ" = the owe who come to serve and who reversed

the whole 1des of grestncss in his Iife and techings Tt fs the paasion o

et 1s W &Il the lxages of the church, wag 8t the bande of exslusive

Julasism, waich penicked @ ihe ides that Israel was to die to bless the world,

that the iﬁ&ﬁ off the shurch wos orucified. Tt was ‘

Hew could participatin

There may not be meny specific references in the New Testament
spell out the mission of the church in wiasbiguous terms, It s not so much what
the sarly church said as whel the serly chusch gas, This spw sven more
alaquently when we remesber the circumstances of those first daye. The

sonviction regarding the mission to the world mmst have been encrmous for §% %o
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comsider ono Iot alone W&m é@y I is not so much what Pad seld ss what
Paul was. It s mot so much whet Christ said s whet he was. B is very
diftieult to read the New Testament mnd escaps the inference thet Christ Is

% world missfon, ' -

 of the

Our survey has discovered that the New Testament doctr:
k ssion, It can be claimed, on the busls of

| sment consideved salvation to be & corporate metter, it must be adnitted
that even this speciniist activity was casried on by members of the church
AS wenbers, The church wes romponsible fer sending them if nothing eles.

W choss
dmdesion m&w & missign to the world, The New Testie
il lemves us no doubt sboud the fact Lwt the sfasd

viow of selvetion, linking crestion end redemption , gives the church sin inescapesb]
role in the world. Rew Testament égy provents this role from belng
on Lo the world, ihen $t is i@«mmﬁa o encaps the fact
ate 1ife In him is sleo a mission to the world, It is indeed 3o the
sotament that we letrn thet the Church IS missien.
It is alse trus to say thet in the New Tostsment there is muth testimony
hat the church @mm wieaton o The church iz ned ody
# monns, 3t is sleo wn end, As has heen polnte pet the whele of the
writing dealing with the Body of Christ has to do with the inwerd life of the
er reletionship is for the mdtuel edificetion of 2il.
ip I8 for the fulfilling of the mepbers, These are

ﬁ*&/\,ﬁa glory of Goed, Thess are alse Nuifilm




hion 4 snd as such is end se woll &s mesns,
The very Glory of God however s revesled in Jesus (hrist, is Hely selfeemptying love,

is iz the heart of the seandal, and 4t will not permit ws to separate church snd

Brumer's statement, *The Church exists by mission as a fire exists by burding®
haa not been spelled out anywhere in the New Testoment. The Word of God 1= not’
—_— ont Indead * freed from the idoletry

tyraany of words by the sovereignty of the Word made flesk? 1 » the modern chuych
ey be In Just thet sitwtion to hear Gad's full ward on the mission of the church,

relation betwesn the church snd the world , to be given to the church, It msy not
be one thet the New Testemeut has ever mentiomed, but it will be one that the
Hew Tesbament ﬁzﬂ% would have fully mamtm*

The most promising of these insights ﬁa thei one derived from the
sschatalogical doctrine of the lordehip of Chriet in the world, & leads the
church to expect to moet Christ in ihe worlds Qur ers is porhaps ane of the best
for the church to come to o recognition of her own ain, ¥e ca
Christ?e hidden migs& 41 the werld in that it will be as she relstss to the world
of Christ. This way be the hewr for the

that the chubch will meet the judpment
church to realize in & new way, thet the world has a mission te the church,~ Christ's
, This is not 8 foreign ides 4o the New Testament. Tn Acte L5slls vhem Paul

is veporting e his misslomry activity, he says ® But we believed that we shall
be saved through the grace of the Lerd Jesus, just as they will.® I was the
Gentile mission that firmed wp the doctrine of Justification by grace.
How@ver it has probebly swsited for cur time to have the defimitiom of the
like § ©

Hoskendijk flying for some wichurchly air, Ecelesiclogy can be & dresdfully stuffy
yiuw o seurch fﬁr the mission of the church. My both missfon and esclesiology

i 8 -Tsz-: op cit  pege 267 '
ﬂ&a W izx gisai. ry Thinkine, International Reviaew
Edinburghy, London,New York, 1952, p 52h.




W&iﬂﬁi iThe Saa of Man, when

| o« Iot us not ﬁw%aiﬁm&w

ouise *mmmwm ges his glory®, :&&& ws nob ﬁwy*&-ﬁ
'&e&m mg gmmm &m& t%xig 53?#&%% all
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