R Bl
\Shaprepert P

United Church Cnaplain 0BG
Before T launch into the report proper mey I put into print

my apnual reminder that visibility is my biggest practical

problen. 'Any programme that any pastoral charge( either

in or outside the Lowér ﬁainlaﬂd)can underbtake which will put
me persconally in touch with thelr students or potential students
ig of great nelp to me, Almost uno one makesg usge of a Chaplain

until after he hasg besen exposed to him.

This yvear my report will agaln be an Gttenmpt to interpggt
the curremt stabe of the University to the Church. To clalm that
thepe observetions are comprehensive would be absurd. Indeed they
are rather a car¥lcature. But I b@l@gve that a carricature can make
g significant point, and restricted as my wision 1s, I believe 1%
allows me to see something slgnificant.

Fach year my siperience glves rise to a constellation of
concerns that stand cut over ali the resbt., Lasgt vear it was the
prevalence of the radical and prolonged identity c¢risls among
gtudents of all sged.

Thig vear I find I am most sgliated over what appears to ne
to be an acce%ieration in the degree of estrangement between people
and between groups of people on ths campus., I want to spell this out
a bt because I belicve that the game situation prevails‘throughout
the community. The world is radically in need of a ministry of

recongikiiation. It may well be too late for the chwmreh to have 1t.
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I find an incrasing number of caumpus pecple, in the state

e

of identity diffusion , torn between a dssperate need of
intimacy and XX o desperate fearEEME of it bewamwse of the deep hurv
inflicted by the intimecy they have experienced. Iy vision here
may be colored by the contacts I heppened to mske this year. But
T candt help but sensge that thile kind of person to person estrangeme
is on the increase ~ In Ltorme both of depth and oﬁ'frequency.
And becasuge Izensge its increase on the Campus I seenm o see it
eyerywheres.

In the metter of the esirangement between groups, I feel T

Y -

wve dis ed vision. This year has seen a

et

ari less likely %o
student radical movement Jjell on the campus. It is small, dedicated,
act without influence and the signs are ﬁhatﬁés hecoming more

néd more isolabted. BHach of theseeﬁécﬁs ere gignificant.

€

It is characteristic of the ceampus that ofly the extremas*‘
are declcated, and that the dedlicated are very small in number.

Most of the thinking students are wuncommiited.

These ugcomnitted will sometinmes affirm the DTORTRTE

W

put forward by the radicals, but they won't identifv with it

completely. Thelr affirmation 1s most Likely to take place when

the establishmentﬁ { either student govermment or Thiversity

4]

dministration) reacts by imposing regtrictive Measures,

The radical movenment shows signs of becoming more and
more isolated as the establishment shows its jumpiness, and as the
indifTerent fun-types give Tthe serious concerns of the moverment
the FTMCEESIEHENECL prack treatment. I fear that this es trangement

1s on the incresse.
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When suclhi a movemnent gets to the place vhere it is cowple:_ly

LS

ite rishbeousnsss becomes distortad.

w

boxed in, then I belis
When dgsputiﬂg groups can uo longelr engage, bub must withdraw
into isolated cornersg, vhe comrmnity suﬁfeﬁs severaely. This '
happens when gfoups feel they are not veling heard, When others
act a though the problemg thel take with total seriousnegs don'i
even exlst. And it happens when groups feel that whalt they hear
from otherg are words that in no wa? represent reallty. And

when serious minded groups Lxist In this kind of igolation the
bloody-but-unbowed kind of rightecusness that emerges is demonic.

T told the story of this particulsr groun because T ges it
8% a parabke of what is heppening all over the place. The
estrang zent between the CGhureh and the gecular community is

one of many incidents of this kind of thing. The 'Desth of God!
movement begen as a respongible atbempt bo find whether the gospel
could be sddresse ,@ecular man without first desecularizing him.

"

The panic that the publicizing of this movement engendered is meking

()“’0

1t more and more lmpossible for dgsputing pabbties to hear each other.
Heanwhile the possibility of continuing the theological dislogue

with secular man is becoming less and less likely. Yeb I am sure

When 4id there ever go up from mah a more agonizing cry Tor

a ministry of reconci%iﬁation? - - - for the mediation of the kind
i%?@race that puts together disputing partles in & continuing
dialogue?

™

ready too late - and that the Chuich
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Many people think it
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