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Univergity Chaplain's Report 1964

There are three new developments, or new spreeding up of old
~ developments, tc be reported this vear,

The Rev. Keith Clifford, B.D., Phd, a United Church minister -
from Winnipeg, has now served ons term as Genersl Secrebary for the
Student Christian Movement. Dr, (lifford becams caught up into
CAampus activities,vboth curricular end extra ocurricular, in a very
short time., He was invited to lecture in classes and at sympocsia on
several occasions. The fact that this happened so quickly after hig
arrival was partly due to the fact that, during the peried between
gecretaries, there was a continuity of religious ninistry in the
persons of the Chaplalns and the professors of the Religious Studies
Remrtment.

While the official stand of the University administration towards
chaplains remains ambiguous, the surprising new fsact is the attitude of

~ the Alma Mater Sociecty and other student groups. - Chaplains and Religious
Ztudles' professors are warmly welccmed at a variety of student confer-
ences and symposia, At these, the theclogical dialogue arises often and
spontaneously., It engages 2 much wider variety of students and faculty
than would attend programmes sponsored by religious organizsations.,

The obther matter concerning which the relationship between the stud-
ent council and the chaplains has been remerkably good is the housing of
chaplaing. The University made it clear it would make no commitnients re-
garding offices for chaplains and reéligious workers., However it was dis-
covered that the comwlttee in cherge of planning the new Student Union
Building was very open to the suggestion of having a Chapel and Chaplains!®
offices integrated into the building, so long-as these could be underwrit-
ten by private subscription, In fsct the Council offered to teke the risk

~—of including some of these facilities in the planning eveﬁ before the funds
could be guarantesd by the Religious Council of the University.

I can hardly call the following observation New™, but T am compelled
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I can hardly call the following ébservation "New™, but I am compelied
to sey that I am even more convinced than ever that the Campus needs a
Ministry. As the years go by I discover how decp is the loneliness of
.~ lonely campus person. Whensver any of these are finally reached I anm
Overcome with the enormity of the burdehs these pecple bsar in their lane-
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It is also getting through to me how much the modern campus needs

\y/i.ministry in the matter of sex, It will take a long time for me to

krnow just what thet ministry is. But an enormous number of students

are g8ick of seX and fearful that it can never be redeemed Tor themn,

They ache that it comes $0 be something creative and besutiful but are

pretty convinced that it Won'f. They are asking for more than inform-

gbtion,... that they have., ~Lt the same time mosgt of what ig said to then

in the name of a ministry, is almost completely rejscted.

I think it is worth reporting, although I had nothing to do with
it, that there appears to be a significant trend developing in the
coming forward of candidates for the ministry out of the High Schﬁol
University age group. There is a large enough numbsr of likely young
pecple in this group for it to become a community with its own creative
pessibilities.
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M.J.V. Shaver
(U.B,C, Chaplain)





